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The 36th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Forth Worth 

Friday, 9 November 2018, The Decatur Convention Center 
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The Holy Eucharist with The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

The Feast of Leo the Great (transferred) 

 

The Entrance - Hymnal 1982 - 286 
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The Word of God 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People    And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Celebrant may say 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise - The Hymnal 1982 - S 280 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 

People    And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

O Lord our God, grant that your Church, following the teaching of your servant Leo of Rome, may hold 

fast the great mystery of our redemption, and adore the one Christ, true God and true Man, neither 

divided from our human nature nor separate from your divine Being; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The people sit.  

 

Lamentations 3:22-33 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in 

him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should 

wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth, to sit alone in 

silence when the Lord has imposed it, to put one’s mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope), to give 

one’s cheek to the smiter, and be filled with insults. For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he 

causes grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not 

willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 
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Reader   The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm is said in unison. 

Psalm 77:11-15 

11 I will remember the works of the LORD, 

* 

    and call to mind your wonders of old time. 

  

12 I will meditate on all your acts * 

    and ponder your mighty deeds. 

  

13 Your way, O God, is holy; * 

    who is so great a god as our God? 

 

14 You are the God who works wonders * 

    and have declared your power among the 

peoples. 

  

15 By your strength you have redeemed your 

people, * 

    the children of Jacob and Joseph.

 

2 Timothy 1:6-14  

For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 

hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-

discipline. Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 

with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy 

calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to 

us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our 

Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I 

do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 

to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you 

have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to 

you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

Reader   The word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn - The Hymnal 1982 - 537 

Verses 1 - 2 prior to the Gospel acclamation and verses 3 - 4 after the Gospel acclamation. 
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Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5:13-19).                        . 

 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. “You are the light of the world. A 

city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 

fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will 

pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon.   The Very Rev. Dr. Cynthia Briggs Kittredge. 

 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, our God, our Maker, for you form us in your image and restore us in Jesus 

Christ.  In baptism, we were buried with Christ and rose to new life in him.  Renew within us your Holy 

Spirit, that we may grow as members of Christ.  Strengthen our union with the rest of his Body as we 

renew our life of praise and service; through our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

People       Amen.     

 

Celebrant  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

People     I do. 
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Celebrant  Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People       I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

 

Baptismal Covenant 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in 

the prayers? 

People    I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 

People    I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People    I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People    I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People    I will, with God's help. 

 

Then the Celebrant says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have 

overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us 

to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send 

them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

The Prayers of the People Form III 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 

of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a Collect for Veterans Day. 

Gracious God, we give thanks for military men and women, both from the past and present, and for 

their courageous service and sacrifice to our country and its people to secure the blessings of life, liberty, 

and justice for all. May our remembrance be a timely reminder that our freedom was purchased at high 

cost, and should not be taken for granted. Give us resolve to labor in faithful service to you until all 

share the benefits of freedom, justice, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body 

of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 

living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon says 



12 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister(s) and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Bishop stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

 

The Asperges - Hymnal 1982 - 296 - It is customary to make the sign of the cross as the water is administered. 
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The Offertory – Your generosity today supports Refugee and Immigrant Center for Education 

and Legal Services (RAICES) as well as Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD). 

 

Celebrant  But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 

God.  (Hebrews 13:15, 16) 

 

Offertory Hymn – Hymnal 1982 – 541 
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The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest,  

faces them and sings or says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

The preface for a saint 

Because you are greatly glorified in the assembly of your saints. All your creatures praise you, and your 

faithful servants bless you, confessing before the rulers of this world the great Name of your only Son. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus – Hymnal 1982 – S 129 
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The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 

of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words 

concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 

Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 

unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Then is said 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
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Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Hymn(s)  

 

Hymnal 1982 – 302 
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Hymnal 1982 - 315  
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23 
 

 

Hymnal 1982 – 335 
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Hymnal 1982 - 711 

 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 

Let us pray. 

 



26 
 

Celebrant and People 

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us 

now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Bishop, when present, may bless the people. 

May God, who has given us, in the lives of his saints, patterns of holy living and victorious dying, 

strengthen your faith and devotion, and enable you to bear witness to the truth against all adversity.  

Amen.   

 

The Dismissal - Hymnal 1982 – 287 
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The Deacon dismisses them with these words 

 

Deacon   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Leo The Great - Bishop of Rome - 10 

November 461* 

Leo I (440-461) and Gregory I (590-604) are the 

only two bishops of Rome commonly called "the 

Great." Leo, at a time when the capital of the 

Empire had been moved to Constantinople, and 

the government even in Italy no longer had its 

headquarters at Rome, was the most important 

official in the city. To him fell such prosaic tasks 

as supervising the distribution of grain imports 

and reorganizing the municipal fire department. 

When Attila and the Huns invaded Italy in 452, 

he negotiated their withdrawal, and when 

Gaiseric (or Genseric) the Vandal captured 

Rome three years later, it was Leo who 

prevented the total destruction of the city. It is 

perhaps not surprising that the theory of papal 

supremacy gained much ground in his day. 

In his day there were disagreements about the 

correct way to state the truth that Jesus Christ is 

both God and man. In 449 Leo wrote a letter 

(known as the Tome of Leo) to Bishop Flavian 

of Constantinople, in which he affirmed that 

Christ has two Natures in one Person. The letter 

was read in 451 by the Council of Chalcedon 

(the fourth Ecumenical Council), and judged by 

them to be sound doctrine. It contributed much 

to the creedal statements of that council. 

Leo's influence on church government will 

naturally get mixed reviews. But for his defense 

of the belief that God was in Christ, reconciling 

the world unto himself, all Christians may thank 

God. 

From a sermon by Leo the Great: 

“…Although the universal Church of God is 

constituted of distinct orders of members, still, 

in spite of the many parts of its holy body, the 

Church subsists as an integral whole, just as the 

Apostle says: we are all one in Christ…” 

“…For all, regenerated in Christ, are made kings 

by the sign of the cross; they are consecrated 

priests by the oil of the Holy Spirit, so that 

beyond the special service of our ministry as 

priests, all spiritual and mature Christians know 

that they are a royal race and are sharers in the 

office of the priesthood. For what is more king-

like that to find yourself ruler over your body 

after having surrendered your soul to God? And 
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what is more priestly than to promise the Lord a 

pure conscience and to offer him in love 

unblemished victims on the altar of one's heart?”  

Source:            

 

 

 

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Leo_Great.htm 

 

Your EDFW Convention hosts are the Northern Deanery Congregations of The Episcopal Church of 

the Resurrection, Decatur, Texas and The Episcopal Church of Wichita Falls, Texas.  We welcome y’all 

to our opening worship. 

 

Today we honor the memory of one of the founding members of the Church of the Resurrection, 

Marquis B. Whitley.  He passed away on 5 September 2018.  The wooden altar, lectern, font, and candle 

stand around which we worship today are a special, heart-felt gift from Mark, who made each piece 

lovingly with his own hands, for the Glory of God.   

 

The altar first graced this convention in November 2015, when God had just planted our tiny 

community and we were accepted as a Mission Station.  

  

Following the Convention tomorrow (Saturday), please join us for a free hot dog supper and Open 

House at Church of the Resurrection. Grab a bite for the long drive home or sit and visit with us a 

while.  See a flier for more information. 

 

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Leo_Great.htm

