O N G

CANONS NLLI-TIL2.5

TTTLE I

MINISTRY

CANON 1: Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons

Sec. 1. Bach Diocese shall make provision for the afﬁ_tmaﬁo‘n and
development of the ministry of all baptized persons, including: .
(a) Assistance in understanding that all baptized persons are called

to minister in Christ's name, to identify their gifts with the help of the

Chutch and'to serve Christ's mission at all times and in alt places.

(b) Assistance in understanding that all baptized persons are called
to sustain their ministries through commitment to life-long Chtistian
formation.

Sec. 2. No person shall be desied access to the discernment process
for any ministry, lay ot ordained, in this Church because of race, colot,
ethnic ofigin, national origin, sex, marital status, sexual orientation,
disabilities o age, except as otherwise provided by these Canons. No’

‘ tight to licensing, ordination, or election is hereby,rest_ab]ished.

Sec. 3. The provisions of these Canons for the admission of
Candidates for the Ordination to the three Otders: Biskiops, Prests
and Deacons shall be equally applicable to men and women.

.CANON 2: Of Comimissions on Minisj;ry

Sec. 1. In each Diocese there shall be 2 Commission on Ministry
("Commission") consisting of Priests, Deacons, if any, and TLay
Persons. The Canons of each Diocese shall provide for the number of
members, terms of office, and manner of selection to the Comimnission,

Sec. 2. The Commission shall advise and assist the Bishop:

(a) In the implementation of Title ILI of these Canons. 7

(b) In the determination of present and future oppottunities and
needs for the ministry of all baptized petsons. A

(c) In the design and oversight of the ongoing process for

Responsibility -
of Diocese.

L

Access to
discernment
process.

Equal applica-
bi?ity. °P

Each Diocese to
have 2 Comimnis-
sion.

To a;ssist the
Bishop,

recruitment; discernment, formation for ministry, and assessment of

readiness therefor.

Sec. 3. The Commission may adopt rules for its wotk, subject to the
approval of the Bishop; Provided that they are not inconsistent with the

- Constitution and Canons of this Church and of the Diocese.

Sec. 4. The Commission may establish committees consisting of
members and other persons to report to the Commission or to act on
its behalf. : -

Sec. 5. The Bishop and Commission shall ensure that the members of
the Commission and its committees receive ongoing education and
training for their work. :

May adopt rules.

Education and
training, .
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TYTLE I
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CANON 3: Of Discernment

“Sec. 1. The Bishop and Commission shall provide encouragement,

training, and necessary resources to assist’ each congregation in
developing an ongoing process of community discernment
apptoptiate to the cultural background, age, and life.experiences ofall
persons seeking direction in their call to ministry.

Sec. 2. The Bishop, in consultation with the Commission, may utilize -
college and university campus ministry centers and othet communities
of faith as additional communities where discernmerit takes place. In
cases where these discernment communities are located in another
jurisdiction, the Bishop will consult with the Bishop where the
discernment community is located. :

Sec. 3. The Bishop and Commission shall actively solicit from

congregations, schools and other youth organizations, college and
university campus ministry centers, seminaries, and other communities
of faith names of petsons whose demonstrated qualities of Christian
commitment and potential for leadership and vision mark them as:
desitable candidates for positions of leadership in the Church.

Sec. 4. The Bishop, Commission, and the discernment community
shall assist persons engaged in a process of ministry discernment to ’
determine approptiate avehues for the expression and support of their

ministries, cithet lay or otdained.

CANON 4: Of Licensed Ministries

Sec. 1 (a) A confirmed communicant in good standing or, in
extraordinary circumstances, subject to guidelines established by the
Bishop, a communicant in good standing, may be licensed by the
Ecclesiastical Authority to serve as Pastoral Leader, Wotship Leader,

" . Preacher, Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor, or Catechist.

" Member of the,
Armed Forces.

Terms.

Requirements and guidelines for the selection, training, continping
education, and deployment of such persons, and the duration of
licenses shall be established by the Bishop in consultation with the
Comnission on Ministty. .

(b) The Presiding Bishop ot the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed
Foices may authorize 2 member of the Armed Forces to exercise one
or mote of these ministries in the Armed Fotces in accordance with

. the provisions of this Canon. Requirements and guidelines for the

selection, training, continuing education, and deployment of such
persons ‘shall be established by the Bishop granting the license.

Sec. 2 (a) The Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising
oversight of the congregation or other community of faith may request
the Ecclesiastical Authority with jurisdiction to Jicense persons within
that congregation ot other community of faith to exercise such
ministries. ‘The license shall be issued for a period of time to be
determined under Canon IT1.4.1(2) and may be renewed. The license
may be revoked by the Ecclesiastical Authority upon request of or
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upon notice to the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising
oversight of the congregation or other community of faith.

~ (b) In tenewing the license, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall
consider the performance of the ministry by the person licensed,
continuing education i the licensed area, and the endorsement of the
Membet of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the
congregation or other community of faith in which the person is
serving.

(¢) A person licensed in any Diocese under the provisions of this
Canon may serve in another congregation or other community of faith
in the same or another Diocese only at the invitation of the Member
of the Clergy or othet leader exercising ovetsight, and with the consent
of the Ecclesiastical Authority in whose juttsdiction the service will
occut. :

Sec. 3. A Pastoral Leader is a lay person authotized to exercise pastorﬁl

or administrative responsibility in a congregation -under special

cireumstances, as defined by the Bishop.

- Sec. 4. A Worship Leader is a lay person who regulady leads public

worship under the direction of the Member of the Cletgy ot other
leader exetcising oversight of the congregation orother community of
faith. S ‘

Sec. 5. A Preacher is a lay person authorized to preach. Persons so
authorized shall only preach in congregations under the direction of

Renewal.

- MINISTRY : . o : 'CANONS II1.4.3-I11.5.1

Pastoral Leader.

Wotship
Leader..

Preacher.

the Member of the Clergy ot other leader exercising oversight of the

congregation or other community of faith.

. Sec. 6. A Encharistic Minister is 2 lay person authorized to administer

the Consecrated Eléments at a Celebration of Holy Eucharist. A
Euchatistic Minister should normally act under the direction of 2
Deacon, if any, or-otherwise, the Member of the Cletgy or other leader
exercising oversight of the congregation ot other community of faith.

Sec. 7. A Eucharistic Visitor is a lay petson authorized to take the
Consecrated Elements in a timely manner following a Celebration of
Holy Eucharist to members of the congregation who, by reason of
illness ot infirmity, were unable to be present at the Celebration. A
Eucharistic Visitor should normally act under the direction of 2

"Deacon, if any, or otherwise, the Member of the Clergy or other leader

exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith.

- Sec. 8, A Catechist is a lay pesson authorized to prepare persons for

Baptism, Confirmation, Reception, and the Reaffirmation -of
Baptismal Vows, and shall function under the direction of the Member
of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation

ot other community of faith.

VCANAON'S: Of General Provisioﬁé Respecting Ordination
Sec. 1(a) The canonical authority assigned to the Bishop Diocesan by
this Title may be exercised by a Bishop Coadjutor, when so empowered

‘Eucharistic
Mlnister.

Euchatistic
Visitor.

Catechist.

Episcopal

authority. -
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CANON TIL5.2-3 , o : TITLE III

Testimonials. .

Vestry's letter of
support. '

under Canon I11.19, and at the request of the Bishop Diocesan, by 2
Bishop Suffragan, or by any other Bishop of a Church in full
communion with this Chutch who was ordained in the histofic
succession, at the request of the ordinand's Bishop. "
- (b) The Council of Advice of the Convocation of American
Churches in Eutope, and the boatd appointed by 2 Bishop having
jutisdiction in an Area Mission in accordance with the provisions of
Canon 1.11.2(c), shall, for the purpose of this and other Canons of
Title IIT have the same powers.as the Standing Committee of a
Diocese.

(c) In case of 2 vacancy in the episcopate in a Diocese, the

‘Bedlesiastical Authosity may authorize and request the President of the

House of Bishops of the Province to take order for an ordination.
Sec: 2 (a) No Nominee, Postulant, or Candidate for ordination shall

sign any of the certificates required by this Tide.
(b) Testimonials requited of the Standing Committee by this Tide
must be signed' by a majority of the whole Committee, at 2 mecting

duly convened, except that testimrionials may be executed in .

counterpatts, each of which shall be deemed an original. :
(c) Whenever the letter of support of a Vestry is requited, the letter

must be signed and dated by at least two-thirds of all of the members

of the Vestty, at a meeting duly convened, and by the Rector of Priest-

in-Charge of the Parish, and attested by the Cletk of the Vestry. Should

there be no Rector ot Priest-in-Charge, the lettet shall be signed by a

Membet of a
Religious Order
or Community.

Dispensations.

Priest of the Diocese acquainted with the nominee and the Parish, the
reason for the substitution being stated in the attesting clause.

(d) If the congregation or othet discernment community of which -

the nominee is a rembet is not a Parish, the letter of support required
by Canon I11.6 of Canon ITL8 shall be signed and dated by the Member
of the Clergy and the council of the congregation or other community
of faith, and shall be attested by the sectetary of the meeting at which
the letter was approved. Should there be no Member of the Clergy, the

letter shall be signed and dated by a Priest of the Diocese acquainted .

with the nominee and the congregation ot other community of faith,
the reason for the substitution being stated in the attesting clause. .

(e) If the applicant is a member of a Religious Order or Chtistian
Community recognized by Canon I11.24, the letters of support referred

. to in Canon JIL5 of Canon ITL6 and any other requitements imposed

on a congregation or Member of the Clergy may be given by the
Superior of-person in charge, and Chapter, or other comparable body
of the Otder or Community. :

Sec. 3. An application for any dispensation permitted by this Title from
any -of the requirements for ordination must first be made to the

Bishop, and if approved, refetred to the Standing Committee for its

advice and consent.
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CANON 6: Of the Osdination of Deacons -
Sec. 1. Selection

The Bishop; in consultation with the Commission, shall establish

procedutes to identify and to select persons with evident gifts and
fitness for ordination to the Diaconate.

Sec. 2. Nomination ‘
A confirmed adult communicant in good standing, may be nominated
for otdination to the diaconaté by the person's congregation or other
community of faith. C

(a) The Nomination shall be in writing and shall include a lettet of

support by the Nominee's congregation or other community of faith

committing the compunity to
(1) pledge to contribute financially to that preparation, and

(2) involve itself in the Nominee's preparation for ordination -

to the Diaconate.

" If it be a congregation, the letter shall be signed by two-thirds of the
_ Vestry or comparable body, and by the Member of the Clergy or leader

exercising oversight . _ )

(b) The Nominee, if in agteement with the nomination, shall accept
the nomination in writing and shall. provide the following to the
Bishop:

(1) -Full name and date of birth.
(2) 'The length of time resident in the Diocese.

. (3) Bvidence of Baptism and Confirmation.

Selection and
Nomination of
Deacons.

Ay plic?.tion for
admission as
Postalani.

(4) Whethet an application has been made pt'evioﬁsly for

Postulancy ot the person has been nominated in any
. Diocese. A ‘ :
© (8) A description of the process of discernment by which the
" Nominee has been. identified for ordination to the
: Diaconate. '
(6) The level of education attained and, if any, the degrees
: earned, and areas of specialization, together with copies of
official transcripts.

Sec. 3. Postulancy

. Postulancy is the time between nomination and candidacy and may

inidate the formal preparation for ordination. Postulancy involves
continued exploration of and decision about the Postulant's call to the
Diaconate.
(a) Before granting admission as a Postulant, the Bishop shall
(1) determine that the Nominee is a confirmed adult
communicant in good standing, and
(2) confet in person with the Nominee,
(b) If the Bishop approves the Nominee proceeding into

Postulancy, the Commission, ot a-committee of the Commission, shall .

meet with the Nominee to teview the application and prepare an
evaluation of the Nominee's qualifications to putsue a program of

Postulancy for
the Diaconate.

Comimission to .
review the
application.
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Previous refusal
Or cessation.

Admission to
Postulancy.

Ember Weeks.

Remowal.

Definition of

- Candidacy.

~ Admission to
Candidacy.

preparation for ordination to the Diaconate: The Commission shall

present its evaluation and recommendations to'the Bishop.
(c) No Bishop shall consider accepting as a Postulant any person

who has been refused admission as 2 Candidate for ordination to the .

Diaconate in any other Diocese, or who, having been admitted, bas
afterwards ceased to be a Candidate, until receipt of a letter from the
Bishop of the Diocese refusing admission, or in which the person has
been a Candidate, declaring the cause of refusal or of cessation.

(d) The Bishop may admit the Nominee as a Postulant for
ordination to the Diaconate. The Bishop shall record the Postulant's
name and date of admission in a Regjister kept for that purpose. ‘The
Bishop shall inform the Postulant, the Member of the Cletgy or other
leader exetcising oversight of the Rostulant's congregation or other
community of faith, the Commission, the Standing Committee, and
the director of the Postulant's program of preparation, of the fact and
date of such admission. ,

(¢) Each' Postulant for otdination to the Diaconate shall
communicate with the Bishop in petson or by letter, four titmes a yeat,
in the Ember Weeks, reflecting on the Postulant's academic, diaconal,
human, spiritual, and practical development. - ,

(f) Any Postulant may be removed -as-a Postulant at_the sole

-discretion of the Bishop. The Bishop shall give written notice of the

removal to the Postularit and the Member of the Clergy or other leader
exercising oversight of the Postulant's congregation or other
community of faith, the Commission, the Standing Committee, and

 the director of the program of preparation.

Sec: 4. Candidacy

Candidacy is a time of education and formation, in preparation for .

otdifiation to the Diaconate, established by a formal commitment by
the Candidate, the Bishop, the Commission, the Standing Committee
and the congregation or other community of faith. -

(a) A person desiring to be consideted as a Candidate for ordination
to the Diaconate shall apply to the Bishop. Such application shall
include the following: o ) L

(1) the Postulant's date of admission to Postulancy, and

(2) aletter of support by the Postulant's congrégation or other
community of faith. If it be 2 congregation the letter shall
be signed and dated by at least two-thirds of the Vestry or
comparable body and by the Member of the Clergy or other

: leader exercising oversight.

(b) Upon compliance with these requirements, and receipt of 2
written statement from the Commission attesting to the continuing
formation of the Postulant, and having received approval in writing of
the Standing Committee who shall have interviewed the Postulant and
who shall have had an opportunity to review the documentation

relating to the application of the Postulant, the Bishop may admit the

Postulant as a Candidate for ordination to the Diaconate. The Bishop

shall record the Candidate's name and date of admission in a Register .
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kept for that purpose. The Bishop shall inform the Candidate, the
Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the
Candidate's congregation or other community of faith, the

Commission, the Standing Committee, and the Dean of the seminary -

the Candidate may be attending or proposes to attend, or the ditector
of the Candidate's program of preparation, of the fact and date of such
admission. : A

(c) A Candidate must remain in canonical felationship with' the
Diocese in which admission has been granted until ordination to the
Diaconate under this Canon, except, for reasons acceptable to the
Bishop, the Candidate may be transferred to another Diocese upon
request, provided that the Bishop of the receiving Diocese is willing
to accept the Candidate c .

(d) Any Candidaté may be removed as 4 Candidate, at the sole
discretion of the Bishop. The Bishop shall give written notice of the
removal to the Candidate and the Member of the Clergy or other leader
exercising oversight of the Caondidate's corgregation or other
community of faith, the Commission, the Standing Committee, and
the director of the program of preparation.

. (e) If 2 Bishop has removed the Candidate's name from the list of

Candidates, except by transfer, or the Candidate's application for

. ordination has been tejected, no other Bishop may ordain the person
‘without readmission to Candidacy for a period of at least.twelve

months.

Sec. 5: Preparation for Otdination \
(a) The Bishop and the Commission shall wortk with the Postulant

or. Candidate to develop and monitor a program of preparation for

otdination to the Diaconate in accordance with this Canon to ensute

that pastoral guidance is provided throughout the period of

preparation. - '

. (b) The Bishop may assign the Postulant or Candidate to any

congregation of the Diocese or other community of faith after

consiltation with the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising
oversight. : ‘ "

() Formation shall take into account the local culture and each
Postulant or Candidate's background, age, occupation, and ministry.
~ (d) Prior education and learning from life expetience may be
considered as part of the formation required for ordination.

Transfers to
another
Diocese.

Candidate may -

be removed.

Assignment, '

Formation. '

(e) Wherever possible, formation for the Diaconate shall take place '

in community, including other persons in preparation for the
Diaconate; or others preparing for ministry. o

(f) Before ordination each Candidate shall be prepared in and
demonstrate basic competence in five general areas:

(1) Academic studies including, The Holy Scriptures, theology,

and the ttadition of the Church.-
(2) - Diakonia and the diaconate.
(3) Human awateness and understanding.
(4) Spititual development and diseipline.

Areas of

competence. .
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: (5) Practical training and experience.
Ttaining. (g) Preparation for ordination shall include training regarding
(1) prevention of sexual misconduct.
. () Ccivil requitements fort reporting and pastoral opportunities
- for responding to evidence of abuse.
(3) . the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church,
particularly Title IV thereof.
: @) the Church's teaching on racism.
Ember Weeks. (k) Each Candidate for ordination to the Diaconate shall

communicate with the Bishop in person or by letter, for times 2 yeat, -

in the Ember Weeks, reflecting on the Candidate's academic, diaconal,
. human, spiritual, and practical development. . _
. Evaluation of (i) During Candidacy each Candidate's progress shall be evaluated
© progress. from time to time, and there shall be a written teport of the evaluation
' by those authorized by the Commission to be in chatge of the
evaluation program. Upon certification by those in charge of the
Candidate's program of prepatation that the Candidate has successfully
completed preparation and is ready for ordination, a final written
assessment of readiness for ordination to the Diaconate shall be
prepared as determined by the Bishop in consultation with the
‘Commission. This report shall include a recommendation from the
Commission regarding the readiness of the Candidate for ordination.
Records shall be kept of all evalnationis, assessments, and the
recommendation, and shall be made available to the Standing
‘Committee. '

Examinations () Within thirty-six months ptor to ordination as 2 Deacon, the

and evaluations.  following must be accomplished
(1) ‘a background check, according to criteria established by
the Bishop and Standing Committee.

(2 . medical and psychological evaluation by professionals’

approved by the Bishop, using forms prepared for the
purpose by The Church Pension Fund, and if desired ot
necessary, psychiatric referral.
- (k) Reports of all investigations and examinations shall be kept
permanently on file by the Bishop and remain a part of the permanent
diocesan record. :

Sec. 6. Ordinatdon to the Diaconate -
(2) A person may be ordained Deacomn: :
(1) after at least eighteen months from the time of written
" acceptance of nomination by the Nominee as provided in

11.6.2(b)., and ‘
(2) upon attainment of at least twenty-four years of age.
Otrdinaton _ (b) The Bishop shall obtain in writing and provide to the Standing
papers. ~ Committee: i

(1) anapplication from the Candidate requesting otdination as
a Deacon under this Canon. _

(@) a letter of support from the Candidate's congregation or
other community of faith, signed and dated by at least two-
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thirds of the Vestry and the Member of the Cletgy ot other
leader exercising oversight.

(3) written evidence of admission of the Candidate to
Postulancy and Candidacy, giving the dates of admission.

(4) a certificate from the seminary or other -program of
preparation showing the Candidate's scholastc record in
the subjects required by the Canons, and giving an
evaluation with recommendation as to the Candidate's
other personal qualifications for ordination together with
a recommendation regarding ordination to the Diaconate
under this Canon. - T

" (5) a . cettificate from the Commission giving a

recommendation regarding ordination to the Diaconate
under this Canon.

* {c) On the receipt of such cettificates, the Standing Committee, ifa
majority of all members consent, shall certify that the Canonical

requitements for ordination to the Diaconate under this Canon have
been met, that there is no sufficient objection on medical,
psychological, moral, or spirimal grounds and that they recommend
ordination. The Standing Committee shall evidence such certification,

~ Standing

Committee to

consent.

by a.testimonial, addressed to the Bishop in the form specified below

and signed by the consenting members of the Standing Committee.

To the Right Reverend , Bishop of ___ We,

the Standing Committee of , having been duly
convened at _ at , do testify that A.B,,
desiring to be ordained to the Diaconate under Canon IIL.6 has
presented to us the certificates as required by the Canons

~ indicating A.B.'s preparedness for ordination to the Diaconate

under Canon I11.6; and we certify thatall canonical requirements
for ordination to'the Diaconate under Canon I11.6 have been met;
and we find no sufficient objection to ordination. Therefore, we
tecormmend A.B. for ordination. In witness whereof, we have
hereunto set our hands this day of- _, in the year of
out Lord _~ :

(Signed)

(d) The testimonial having been presented to the Bishop, and there
being no sufficient objection on medical, psychological, moral, or
spiritual grounds, the Bishop may otdain the Candidate to the
Diaconate under this- Canon; and at the time of otrdination the
Capdidate shall subsctibe publicly and make, in the presence of the
Bishop, the declaration required in Article VIII of the Constitution.

CANON 7: Of the Life and Work of Deacons

Sec. 1. Deacons serve directly under the authority of and: are
accountable ‘to the Bishop, or in the absence of the Bishop, the

'Beclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Decla.ratibn of

conformity.
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Community of

~ Deacons.

- Council on

Deacons.

ights and
ﬂlsgponsibﬂiﬁes.

study, and promote the Diaconate.

Sec. 2. Deacons canonically resident in each Diocese constitute a
Community of Deacons, which. shall meet from time to time. The
Bishop may appoint one or more of such Deacons as Archdeacon(s)
to assist the Bishop in the formation, deployment, supervision, and
support of the Deacons or those in preparation to be Deacons, and in
the implementation of this Canon.

Sec. 3. The Bishop may establish a-Council on Deacons to oversee,,

Sec. 4. The Bishop, after consultation with the Deacon and the
Member of the Cletgy or other leader exercising oversight, may assign
a Deacon to one ot more congregations, other communities of faith
or non-parochial ministries. Deacons assigned to 2 congregation ot
other community of faith act uader the authotity of the Member of
the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight in all matters concerning
the congregation. . ' '

(a) Subject to the Bishop's approval, Deacons may have a letter of '

. . agreement setting forth-mutual responsibilities in the assignment, and,

Mentots.

Continuing

education.
License to serve

in another
Diocese.

Lettets

Dimissory.

if such a letter exists, it is subject to renegotiation with the Vestry/
Bishop's Committee after the resignation of the Rectot of the Priest-
in-Charge. ,

(b) Deacons shall repott annually to' the Bishop or the Bishop's
designee on their life and work.

(c) Deacons may serve as administrators of congregations of other
communities of faith, but no Deacon shall be mn charge of a
congregation or other community of faith. y

(d) Deacons mayaccept chaplaincies in any hospital, prison, or other
institutdon. ' ' S

() Déacons may patticipate in the governance of the Church.

(f) For two years following ordination, new Deacons shall continue

. a process of formation authorized by the Bishop.

{g) The Bishop or the Bishop's designes, in consultation with the
Commission, shall assign each newly ordained Deacon a mentor
Deacon where a suitable mentor Deacon is available. The mentor and

Deacon and shall meet regularly for at least one year to provide -

guidance, information, and a sustained dialogue about diaconal
ministry. o

Sec. 5. The Bishop and Commission shall require and provide for the

continuing education of Deacons and keep a record of such education.

Sec. 6 (a) A Deacon may not setve as Deacon for more than two
months in any Diocese other than the Diocese in which the Deacon
is canonically resident unless the Bishop of the other Diocése shall
have granted a license to the Deacon to serve in that Diocese.
) :
(1) A Deacon desiring to become canonically resident within
2 Diocese shall request a testimonial from the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese in which the Deacon is
-canonically resident to present to the receiving Diocese,
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which testimonial, if granted, shall be given by the

. Eeclesiastical Authority to the applicant, and a duplicate

thereof may be sent to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the

Diocese to which transfer is proposed. 'The testimonial
shall be in the following words: _

I heteby certify that A.B., who has signified to me

the desire to be transferred to the Ecclesiastical

Autbority of is a Deacon of
in good standing, and has not, so far as

1 know os believe, been justly liable to evil report for -

error in religion or for viciousness of life, for the last
three years. C :

© (Date) (Signed)

(2) Such testimonial shall be called Letters Dimissory. If the

Bcdlesiastical Authority accepts the Letters Dimissory, the
" canonical residence of the Deacon so transferred shall date

from the accéptance of the Letters Dimissory; of which .

prompt notice shall be given both to the applicant and to
the Beclesiastical Authority from which it came.
(3) Letters Dimissory not presented within six months from
the date of transmission to the applicant shafl become void.
(4) A statement of the record of payments to The Church
o Pension Fund by or on behalf of the Deacon concerned
shall accompany Letters Dimissory. '

See. 7. On reaching the age of seventy-two yeats, a Deacon shall resign
from all positions of active service in this Church, and the resignation
shall be accepted. The Bishop may, with the consent of the Deacon,
assign a resigned Deacon to any congregation, other community of

. faith or ministry in another setting, for a term not to exceed twelve
months, and this term may be renewed. -

Sec. 8. If any Deacon of this Church not subject to the. provisions of
_Canon IV.8 shall declate, in writing, to the Bishop of the Diocese in
which such Deacon is canonically resident, a renunciation of the
ordained Ministry of this Church, and 2 desire to- be removed
therefiom, it shall be the duty of the Bishop to record the declaration
and request so made. The Bishop, being satisfied that the person so
declaring is not subject to the provision of Canon IV.8 but is acting
voluntarily and for causes, assigned or known, which do not affect the
Deacon's moral character, shall lay the matter before the clerdcal
members of the Standing Committee, and with the advice and consent
of a majotity of such members the Bishop may pronounce that such
renuniciation is accepted, and that the Deacon Is released from the
obligations of the Ministerial office, and is depsived of the right to
exercise the gifts and spiritual authority as 2 Ministex of God's Word
and Sacraments conferred in Ordination. The Bishop shall also declare
in pronouncing and recording such action that it was for causes which

" Resignation.

Notice of
renunciation of
the Diaconate.
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do not affect the person's moral character, and shall, if desired, give a
certificate to this effect to the person so removed from the ordained
M.inistry.:

Remunciation  Sec. 9. If 2 Deacon making the aforesaid declatation of renunciation
indisciplinary  of the ordained Ministty be under Presentment for any Offense, or
cases. shall have been placed on Ttal for the same, the Ecclesiastical
Authority to whom such declaration is made shall not consider or act
5 upon such declatation until after the said Presentment shall have been
dismissed or the said Trial shall have been concluded and the Deacon

judged not to have committed an Offense.

 Declaration of ~ Sec. 10. In the case of the renunciation of the ordained Ministry by a

\ removal. Deacon as provided in this Canon, a declaration of removal shall be
| ' pronounced by the Bishop in the presence of two ot more Members
\ of the Cletgy, and shall be entered in the official records of the Diocese
\ in which the Deacon being removed is canonically resident. The
T . _ : Bishop who pronounces the declaration of removal as provided in this
| : Canon shall give notice thereof in writing to every Member of the
! . ' Cletgy, each Vestry, the Secretary of the Convention and the Standing
! Committee of the Diocese in which the Deacon was canonically
| . resident; and to all Bishops of this Church, the Ecclesiastical Authority
~ of each Diocese of this Church, the Presiding Bishop, the Recotder of
. Ordinations, the Secretary of the House of Bishops, the Secretary of -

the House of Deputies, The Church Persion Fund, and the Board for

Chutch Deployment. ' ,

CANON 8: Of the Ordination of Priests
. : Sec. 1. Selection : :
Selectionand’  The Bishop, in consultation with the Commission, shall éstablish
' nOmINAfion 1o - procedutes to identify and select persons with evident gifts and fitness
the Priesthood.  for ordination to the Presthood. '

Sec. 2. Nomination - ' .
‘A confirmed adult communicant in good standing may be
" nominated for ordination to the Priesthood by the person’s
o congregation or other community of faith. : )
Application fot (a) The Nomination shall be in writing and shall include 2 letter of
zdmussion to support by the Nominee's congregation or other community of faith
+ Postulancy. committing the community to: ‘
' (1) pledge to contribute financially to that preparation, and -
(2) involve itself in the Nominee's preparation for ordinaton
to the Priesthoed. , ‘ .
If it be a congregation, the letter shall be signed by two-thirds of the
Vestry ot comparable body, and by the Member of the Cletgy orleader
exercising oversight. ‘ o
(b) The Nominee, if agreeing, shall accept the nomination in writing,
and shall provide the following to the Bishop:
(1) Full name and date of birth.
(2) 'The length of time resident in the Diocese.
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(3) Evidence of Baptism and Confirmation.

(4) Whether an application has been made previously for
Postulancy of the petson has been nominated in any
" Diocese. : T :

" (5) A description of the process of discernment by which the
Nomigee has been identified for ordination to the
Priesthood. ‘ _ C

(6) 'The level of education attained and, if any, the degrees
carned and areas of specialization, together with copies of
official transcripts.- ‘

Sec. 3. Postulancy A

Postulancy is the time between nomination and candidacy and tmay
initiate the formal preparaton for ordination. Postulancy involves
continued exploration of and decision about the Postulant's call to the
Priesthood. © ' :

. () Before granting admission as-a Postulant, the Bishop shall
(1) determine that the person is a confirmed adult
~ communicant in good standing.
(2) confer in'person with the Nominee. : :
. (3) shall consult with the Nominee regaiding financial
" tesources which will-be available for the support of the
Postulant throughout pteparatiop: for ordination. Duting
Postulancy and later Candidacy, the Bishop or someone
appointed by the Bishop shall review periodically the
- . financial condition and plans of the Postulant.
(b) If the Bishop approves proceeding, the Commission, ot a
committee of the Commission, shall meet with the Nominee to review
the application and preparc an evaluation of the Nominee's
qualifications to pursue a progratn of preparation for ordination to the
Priesthood. The Commission shall present its evaluation and
recommendations to the Bishop. ‘ '

(¢) No Bishop shall consider accepting as a Postulant any person
who has been refused admission as a Candidate for ordination to the
Priesthood in any other Diocese, or who, having been admittéd, has
afterwards ceased to be a Candidate; until receipt of a letter from the

Postulancy for
the Priesthood.

Commission to

review the
application.

Previous
removal or
cessation.

Bishop of the Diocese refusing admission, or in which the person has |

been a Candidate, declaring the cause of refusal or of cessation.

(d) The Bishop may admit the Nominee as 2 Postulant for
ordination to the Priesthood. The Bishop shall record the Postulant's
name and date of admission in a Register kept for that purpose. The
Bishop shall inform the Postulant, the Member of the Clergy ot othet
leader exercising oversight of the Postulant's congtegatiod ot other
community of faith, the Commission, the Standing Committee, and

the Dean of the seminary the Postulant may be attending or proposes .

to attend, ot the director of Postulant's program of preparation, of the
fact and date of such admission.

~ (e) Bach Postulant for ordimation to the Priesthood shall
communicate with the Bishop in person ot by letter, four times a year,

Admission to
Postulancy.

Ember Weeks.

75

A695



CANON H1.8.4

TYTLE YII

Remowal.

Definition of
Candidacy.

Application for -
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another
Diocese. .
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be removed.

in the Ember Weeks, reflecting on the Postulant's academic expetience
and personal and spiritual development. - :

(f) Aay Postulant may be removed as a Postulant at the sole
discretion of the Bishop. The Bishop shall give written notice of the

. removal to the Postulant and the Member of the Clergy o other leader

exercising ovetsight of the Postulant's congregation or othet
community of faith, the Comimission, the Standing Committee, and
the director of the program of preparation.

. Sec. 4. Candidacy

“Candidacy is a time of education and formation in preparation for
ordination to the Priesthood, established by 2 formal commitment by

the Candidate, the Bishop, the Commission, the Standing Committee,

and the congregation or other community of faith.

(a) A person desiring to be considered as a Candidate for ordination
to the Priesthood shall apply to the Bishop. Such application shall
include the following: '

(1) the Postulant's date of admission to Postulancy, and

(2). ‘aletter of support by the Postulant's congregation oz other
community of faith: If it be a congregation, the letter shall
be signed and dated by at least two-thirds of the Vestry or

comparable bodyand by the Member of the Clergy or other -

leader exercising oversight.

| (b) Upon compliance with these requitements, and receipt of a

statement from the Commission attesting to the continuing formation

* of the Postulant, and having received approval in wiiting of the

Standing ‘Committee who shall have interviewed the Postulant and

‘who shall have had an opportunity to review the documentation -
relating to the application of the Postulant, the Bishop may admit the

Postulant as a Candidate for ordination to the Priesthood. The Bishop
shall record the Candidate's name and date of admission in a Register
kept for that purpose. The Bishop shall inform the Candidate, the
Member of the Clergy or leader exercising oversight of the Candidate's
congregation or other community of faith, the Commnission, the
Standing Committee, and the Dean of thie scminary the Candidate may
be.attending or proposes to attend, or the director of the Candidate's
program of preparation, of the fact and date of such admission.

(c) A.Candidate must remain in canonical relationship with the
Diocese in which admission has been granted until ordination to the
Diaconate under this Canon, except, for teasons acceptable to the
Bishop, the Candidate may be transferred to another Diocese upon
request, provided that the Bishop of the receiving Diocese is willing
to accept the Candidate.

(d) Any Candidate may be removed as a Candidate at the sole
discretion of the Bishop. The Bishop shall give writter notice of the
semoval to the Candidate and the Member of the Clergy or other leader
exercising oversight of the Candidate's congregation or other

_community of faith, the Commission, the Standing Committee, and
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the Dean of the seminaty the Candidate may be attending or the
director of the program of preparation.

(€) If 2 Bishop has removed the Candidate's name from the st of
Candidates, except by transfer, or the Candidate's applicadon for
otdination has been rejected, no other Bishop may ordain the petson
without rcadmission to. Candidacy for a petiod of at least twelve
months.

Sec. 5. Preparation for Ordination

(a) The Bishop and the Commission shall work with the Postulant
or Candidate to develop and monitor 2 program of prepatation for
ordination to the Priesthood and to-ensure that pastoral guidance is
provided throughout the petiod of preparation. -

(b) If the Postulant or Candidate has not previously obtained a
baccalaureate degtee, the Commission, Bishop, and Postulant or
Candidate shall design a program of such additional academic work as
may be necessaty to prepate the Postulant or Candidate to undertake
a program of theological education. '

(c) Fotmation shall take inta account the local ¢ultute and each
Postulant or Candidate's background, age, occupation, and ministry.

(d) Pdor education and learning from life experience may be
consideréd as part of the formation required for the Priesthood.

_(€) Whenever possible, formation for the Priesthood shall take place

in community, including other persons in preparation for. the.
. Priesthood, or othets preparing for ministry. :
(f) Fotmation shall include theological training, practical expetience, .

emotional development, and spititual formation.

" (g) Subject areas for study during this program of preparation shall

include:
(1) -‘The Holy Scriptures. : :
(2) Church History, including the Ecumenical Movement. -
(3) Christian Theology, including Missionary Theology and
-~ Missiology.
(4) Christian Ethics and Moral Theology.
(5) Studies in contemporary society, including the historical

and contemporaty experience of racial and minority

~ groups, and cross-cultural ministry skills. Cross-cultural
ministry skills may include the ability to communicate in a
contemporary language other than one's first language.
(6) Liturgics.and Church Music; Christian Worship and Music
" according to the contents and use of the Book of Common
. Prayerand the Hymnal, and authorized sapplemental texts.
(7) Theoty and practice of ministty, inchuding leadership, and
the ministes of evangelism and stewardship.
(h) Preparation for ordination shall include training regarding
(1) prevention of sexual misconduct.
(2) civil requirements for reporting and pastoral opportunities
for responding to evidence of abuse.

Formation.

Theologiqal

education.:

Trgining.

MINISTRY - _ , CANON I11.8.5

Pre-theological
education. =
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Ezxaminations
and evaluations.

(3) “the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church,
patticularly Title IV thereof. E
(4 the Church's teaching on racism. .

(i) Each Postulant or Candidate for ordination to the Priesthood
shall communicate with the Bishop in person of by letter, four times
a yeat, in the Ember Weeks, reflecting on the Candidate's academic
expetience and personal and spiritual development.

(§) The seminaty or cther formation program shall provide for,
monitor, and report on the academic performance and personal
qualifications of the Postulant or Candidate for ordination. These
reports will be made upon request of the Bishop and Commission, but
at least once pet yeat.

(k) Within thirty-six months ptiot to ordination as 2 Deacon under |

this Canon, the following must be accomplished
(1) a background check, accotding to ctiteria established by

. the Bishop and Standing Committee.
(@) medical and psychological evaluation by professionals
" apptoved by the Bishop, using forms prepared for the
~ putpose by The Church Pension Fund, and if desired or

necessary, psychiatric referral. .

() Reports of all investigations and examinations shall be kept
permanently on file by the Bishop and retnain a part of the permanent
diocesan record. '

~Sec. 6. Ordination to the Diaconate for those called to the Priesthood

Ordination of (a) A Candidate must first be ordained Deacon before being
Deacons witha  ordained Prest. 4 '
ﬁﬂl? thePrest- * (b)) To be ordained Deacon under this Canon, a person must be at
008 least twenty-four years of age. : .

Oxdination (c) The Bishop shall obtain in writing and provide to the Standing
papets. - Comimittee: ‘ :

' . (1) anapplication from the Candidate requesting ordination as

4 Deacon under this Canon. ‘

(2) aletter of support from the Candidate's congregation ot
other community of faith, signed and dated by at least two-
thirds of the Vestry and the Member of the Clergy ot othér
leader exercising oversight :

(3) written evidence of admission of the Candidate to
Postulancy and Candidacy, giving the date of admission.

@ a certificate from the seminary or other program of

- preparation showing the Candidate's scholastic tecotd in
the subjects requited by the Canons, and giving an
evaluation with recommendation as to the Candidate's.

" other personal qualifications for ordination together with
a recommendation regarding ordination to the Diaconate
under this Canon. o

(5) a certificate from the Commission giving a
recommendation regarding ordination to the Diaconate .
under this Canon.
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(d) On the receipt of such certificates, the Standing Comnittee, 2
majoity of all the members consenting, shall certify that the canonical
_tequirements for ordination to the Diaconate under this Canon have
been met and there is no sufficient. objection on medical,
psychological, moral, or spiritnal grounds and that they recommend
ordination, by a testimonial addressed to the Bishop in the form
specified below and signed by the consenting members of the Standing
Committee. '

To the Right Reverend __ , Bishop of We, the
Standing Committee of having been duly convened
at - .at__ _, do testify that A.B., desiring to be
ordained to the Diaconate and Priesthood under CanonII1.8 has
presented t¢ us the certificates .as required by the Canons

indicating A.B.'s prepatedness for ordination to the Diaconate -

under Canon II1.8; and we certify that all canenical requirements

. for ordination to the Diaconate under Canon II1.8 have been met;
and we find no sufficient objection to ordination. Therefore, we
recommend A.B. for ordination. In withess whereof, we have.

hereunto set our hands this day of _ , in the year of
our Lord . ' '
(Signed) '
(e) The testimonial having been presented-to the Bishop, and there
being no sufficient objection on medical, psychological, moral, ot
spiritual grounds, the Bishop may ordain' the Candidate to the
Diaconate under this Canon; and at the time of ordination the
* Candidate shall subscribe publicly and make, in the presence of the
Bishop, the declaration requited in Article VIIT of the Constitution.

Sec. 7. Ordination to the Presthood
. (a) A person may be ordained Pdest ,
(1) afteratleast six months since ordination as a Deacon under
this Canon and. eighteen months from the time of
~ acceptance of nomination by the Nominee as provided in
111.8.2(b), and - ‘
(2) upon attainment of at least twenty-four yeats of age, and
(3) if the medical evaluation, psychological evaluation, and
background check have taken place ot been updated within
thirty-six months prior to ordination as a Priest. :
(b) The Bishop shall obtain in writing and provide to the Standing
+ Comnittee:

(1) anapplication from the Deacon requesting ordination as a’
- Priest, including the Deacon's dates of admission to-
Postulancy and Candidacy and ordination as 2 Deacon -

‘under this Canon, : :
() aletter of support from the Deacon's congregation or other
comimunity of faith, signed by at least two-thirds of the

Vestty and the Member of the Clergy or other leader’

exercising oversight,

Standing

Committee to

consent and
certify

Diaconate.

. candidates fot

Declaration of

conformity.

Ordination
requisites.

Ordination
papets.
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(3) evidence of admission to Postulancy and Candidacy,

‘ including dates of admission, and ordination to the
Diaconate, .

{® a certificate from the seminary or' other prograr of

preparation, written at the completion of the progtam of

preparation, showing the Deacon's scholastic record in the -

. subjects required by the Canons, and giving an evaluation
with recommendation as to the Deacon's other personal
qualifications for ordination- -together ~with a
recommendation regarding ordination to the Priesthood,
arid ' <

(5) a statement from the Commission attesting to the =

successful completion of the program of formaton
designed duting Postulancy under Canon IIL8.5, and
ptoficiency in the required areas of study, and
recommending the Deacon for ordination to the
Priesthood. S '

‘('c) On the receipt of such certificates, the Standing Committee, a

majority of all the membets consenting, shall certify that the canonical

requirements for ordination to the Priesthood have been met and there

is no sufficient objection on medical, psychological, motal, ox spiritual
grounds and that they recommend otdination, by a' testimonial
addressed to the Bishop in the form specified below and signed by the
consenting members of the Standing Committee.

To the Right Reverend , Bishop of. We, the
Standing Committee of ____ , having been duly convened

at , do testify that A.B., desiring to be ordained
to the Priesthood, has presented to us the certificates as required

by the Canons indicating A.B.'s preparedness for ordination to

the Priesthood have been met; and we certify that all canonical
tequirements for ordination to the Priesthood have been met,

. and we find no sufficient objection to ordination. Therefore, we

Declaration of
conformity. .

recomnmend A.B. for ordination. In witness whereof, we have
hereunto set our hands this day of , in the year of
our Lord '
(Signed) | ,

(d) The testimonial having been presented to the Bishop, and there
being no sufficient objection on. medical, psychological, moral, ot
spiritual grounds, the Bishop may ordain the Deacon to the
Priesthood; and at the time of ordination the Deacon shall subscribe

- publicly and make, in the presence of the Bishop, the declaration

Exercise of
office before
ordination.

required in Article VIIL of the Constitution.

() No Deacon shall be ordained to the Priesthood until having been
appointed to setve in 2 Parochial Cure within the judsdiction of this
Church, or as a Missionary under the Beclesiastical Authority of a
Diocese, ot as an officer of 2 Missionary Society recognized by the
General Convention, ot as a Chaplain of the Armed Services of the
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United States, ot as & Chaplain in a recognized hospital or other welfare
institution, ot as a Chaplain or instractot in a school, college, ot other
seminary, or with other opportunity for the exercise of the office of
Priest within the Church judged approptiate by the Bishop. :
(f) A person ordainéd to the Diaconate under Canon 1116 who is
subsequently called to the Priesthood shall fulfill the Postulancy and
Candidacy requirements set forth in this Canon. Upon completion of
these requirements, the Deacon may be ordained to the Priesthood.

' CANON 9: Of the Life and Work of Priests

Sec. 1. The Bishop and Commission shall require and provide for the
continuing education of Ptiests and keep a record of such education.

Sec. 2. Mentoring for Newly Otdained Priests

“ Each newly ordained Prieit, whether employed or not, shall be
assigned a mentor Priest by the Bishop in consultaton with the
Commission on Ministty. The mentor and new Priest shall meet

. regularly for at least a year to provide guidance, information, and a
sustained dialogue about priestly ministry. -

" Sec. 3. The Appointment of Priests

{a) Rectors. - :

(1) When a Parish is without a Rector, the Wardens ot other

officers shall promptly notify the Ecclesiastical Authority
. in writing, If the Parish shall for thirty days fail to ptovide
- services of public worship, the- Ecclesiastical Authority
" shall make ptovision for such worship.

(2) No Parish may elect a Rector until the names of the

. proposed nominees have been forwarded to the
Ecclesiastical Authority and a tme, not exceeding sixty
days; given to the Ecclesiastical Authority to communicate
with the Vestry, nor until any such communication has
been considered by the Vestry at 2 meeting duly called and
held for that purpose. -

(3) Wiitten notice of the clection of a Rector, signed by the
Watdens, shall be forwarded to the Ecclesiastical
Authority. If the Beclesiastical Authority is satisfied that
the person so elected is 2 duly qualified Priest and that such

- Priest has accepted the office to which elected; the notice
shall be sent to the Secretary of the Convention, who shall
record it. Race, color, ethnic origin, sex, national origin,
tagital status, sexual orientation; disabilities or age, except
as otherwise specified by these Canons, shall not be a factor
in the determination of the Ecclesiastical Authotity as to
whether suchi person is 2 duly qualified Priest. The recorded
notice shall be sufficient evidence of the relatonship
between the Priest and the Parish:

Deacons
called to the
Priesthood.

Continuing
education.

Mentors.

Parish wifhout-

- a Rectot.

Election of
a Rector.

Written notice
to Heclesiastical
Authority.
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) :
-CANON II1.9.3 TITLE III
-Agreement. (4) - Rectors may have a letter of agreement with the Parish
setting forth mutual responsibilities, subject to the Bishop's

: approval.. _ "
Priests-in- (b) Prests-in-Charge. - .

Charge. After consultation with the Vestry, the Bishop may appoint a Priest

to serve as Prest-in-Charge of any congregation in which. there is no
Rectot. In such congregations, the Priest-in-Charge shall exercise the
duties of Rector oudined in Canon 111.9.5 subject to the authority of

. the Bishop. :

(c) Assistants. : ‘

A Prest serving as an assistant in a Parish, by whatever tide
designated, shall be selected by the Rector, and when requited by the
Canons of the Diocese, subject to the approval of the Vestry, and shall
serve under the authority and direction of the Rector. Before the

‘selection of an assistant the name of the Priest proposed for selection
shall be made known to the Bishop and a time, not exceeding sixty’

days, given for the Bishop to commuricate with the Rector and Vestry
on the proposed selection. Upon resignation by the Rector, death of

the Rector, ot in the event of the dissolution of 2 pastoral felationship .

between the Rector and the Vestry,an assistant may continue in the

service of the Parish if requested to do so by the Vestry under such
. conditions as the Bishop and Vestry shall determine. An assistant may

continue to serve at the request of a new Rector, Assistants may have
a letter of agreement with the Rector and the Vestry setting forth
mutual responsibilities and containing o clearly articulated dissolution
clause, subject to the Bishop's approval. '

 (d) Chaplains. -~ -~ E

(1) " A Priest may be given ecclesiastical endorsement for
service as 2 Chaplain in the Armed Setvices of the United
States of America or as a Chaplain: for the Veterans'
Administration, or in any Federal Correctional Institution,
by.the Office of the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed
Forces subject to the approval of the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese in which the Priest is canonically
resident. ' 7 '

(2) Any Priest setving on active duty with the Armed Services,
shall retain the Priest's canomical residence and shall be
subject to the ecclesiastical supervision of the Bishop of
the Diocese of which the Prest is canonically resident, even
though the Priest's work as 2 Chaplain shall be subject to
the general supervision of the Office of the Bishop
Suffragan for the Armed Forces, or such othet Bishop as
the Presiding Bishop may designate. '

(3) AnyPriestserving on a militaty installation or at a Veterans'
Administration facility or Federal Cotrectional Institution

shall not be subject to Canons I11.9.3.{e)(1) ot IIL.9.4.(2). .

When serving other than on a military installation orat a
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Veterans' Administration facility, or Federal Correctional
Institution, a Chaplain shall be subject to these Sections.
(¢) Employment of Prests in Other Settings.

(1) Any Priest who has left a position in this Church without Non-parochial
having teceived a call to a new ecclesiastical position and Priests.

" who desires to continue the exercise of the office of Pdest
shall notify the Ecdesiastical Authority of the Diocese in
which the Pdest is canonically resident and shall advise the
Bishop that reasonable opportunities for the exercise of
the office of Prest exist and that use will be made of such
opportunities. After having determined that the person will
have and use opportunities for the exetcise of the office of
Prest, the Bishop, with the advice and consent of the
Standing Committee, may approve the Priest's continued
exercise of the office on condition that the Priest report
annually in writing, in a manner prescribed by the Bishop,
as provided in Canon 1.6.2. ‘

" (2) -~ @ - APriest notin parochial employment moving to
' ‘ another jurisdiction shall report to the Bishop of
that jurisdiction within sixty days of such move.
(ii)- The Priest: .
(2) May officiate or preach in that jurisdiction
only under the terms of Canon I11.9.5.(a).
(b) Shall provide notice of such move, in writing
" and within sixty days, to the Ecclesiastical
. Authority of the Diocese in which the Ptiest
is canonically resident. ‘
- (©) Shall forward a.copy of the report required
~ by Canon 162 to the Ecclesiastical
Authotity to whose jurisdiction the Priest
has moved.

(i) Upon receipt of the notice required by CanonTil. -

9.3.()(2)(b) i), the Ecclesiastical Authority shall
 provide written notice thereof to the Ecclesiastical
* Authority into whose jurisdiction the person has

_ moved. -

(3) If the Priest fails to comply with the provisions of this
Canon, the Bishop of the Diocese in which the Priest is
canonically resident may proceed in accordance with
Canon IV.11. -

Sec. 4. Letters Dimissory ‘

(a) A Prest desiring to become canonically resident within 2 Diocese
shall present to the Ecclesiastical Authority a testimonial from the
Eeclesiastical Authortity of the Diocese of current canonical residence,
which testimonial shall be given by the Ecclesiastical Authority to the
applicant, and a duplicate thereof may be sent to the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese o which transfer is - proposed. The

Moving to

another jutisdic-

. tom

Failute to

comply.

Testimonial for

transfer.
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testimonial shall be accompanied by a statement of the record of
payments to The Church Pension: Fund by or on behalf of the Priest
concerned and may include a portfolio of training, contipuing
education and exercise of ministries. The testimonial shall be in th
following form: :

I hereby certify that A.B., who has signified to me the desire to

" be transferred to the Ecclesiastical Authority of )

is a Priest of '___in good standing, and has not, so
far as T know or believe, been justly liable to evil report, for error
in religion or for viciousness of life, for the last three years.

(Date) (Signed)
(b) Such a testimonial shall be called Letters Dimissory. If the
Ecclesiastical Authority accepts the Letters Dimissory, the canonical

residence of the Priest transferred shall date from such acceptance, and -

prompt notice of acceptance shall be given to the applicant and to the
Ecclesiastical Authority issuing the Letters Dimissory.

(c) Letters Dimissory not presented within six months of theit date
of receipt by the applicant shall become void. - B :

(d) 1f 2 Priest has been called to a Cure in 2 congregation i another

'Diocese, the Priest shall present Letters Dimissory. The Ecclésiastical

" Authority of the Diocese shall accept Letters Dimissory within three

. Cettificate of

transfet.

In case of
previous refusal.

Authotity and
tesponsibility.

months of theit receipt unless the Bishop or Standing Committee has

received credible informaton concerning the character or behaviorof -

the Pri¢st concerned which Wwould form grounds for canonical inquiry
and presentment. In such a case, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall
notify the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in which the Priest
is canonically résident and need not accept the Letters Dimissory
unless and untl the Priest shall be exculpated. The Ecclesiastical

_Authority shall not refuse to accept Letters Dimissory based on the

applicant's race, color, ethnic otgin, sex, national origin, marital status,
sexual orlentadon, disabilities, or age. ‘

(€)-A Pest shall not be in charge of any congregation in the Diocese

to which the person moves until obtaining from the Ecclesiastical
Authority of that Diocese a certificate in the following form:

I beteby certify that A.B. has been canonically transferred to my
jurisdiction and is a Priest in good standing.
(Date) ____ (Signed)

_{f) No person who has been refused ordination or reception as a
Candidate in any Diocese, and is thereafter otdained in another
Diocese, shall be transferred to the Diocese in which such refusal has
occurred without the consent of its Ecclesiastical Authoxity.

Sec. 5. Rectors and Priests-in-Charge and Their Duties
A .
(1) TheRectoror Prest-in-Charge shall have full authority and
responsibility for the conduct of the worship and the
spiritual jutisdiction of the Parish, subject to the Rubsics
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of the Book. of Common Prayer, the Constitution and
Canons of this Church, and the pastoral direction of the
Bishop.

For the purposes of the office and for the full and free
discharge of all functions and duties pertaining thereto, the
Rector ot Priest-in-Charge shall at all times be entitled to
the use and control of the Church and Parish buildings
together with all appurtenances and furniture, and to access
to all records and registers maintained by or on behalf of
the congregdtion.

It shall be the duty of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge to
ensure all persons in their charge receive Instruction in the
Holy Scriptures; in the subjects contained in An Outline of
the Faith, commonly called the Catechism; in the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of this Chutch; and in the exercise
of their ministry as baptized persons,
It shall be the duty of Rectors or Priests-in-Charge to
ensure that all persons in their charge are instructed
concerning Christian stewardship, including:

() reverence for the creation and the right use of

God's gifts;

() generous and consistent offering of time, talent, -

and treasure for the mission and ministry of the
Church at home and abroad;

~ stewardship; and’ )
(iv) the responsibility of all persons to make a will as
: presctibed in the Book of Common Prayer. .
It shall be the duty of Rectors or Priests-in-Charge to

_ ensure that petsons be prepared for Baptism.. Before

@

NS

baptizing infants or children, Rectors or Priests-in-Chatge

‘shall ensure that sponsors be ptepared by instructing both

the parents and the Godparents concerning the
significance of Holy Baptism, the responsibiliics of
parents and Godparents for.the Christian training of the
baptized child, and how these obligations may propetly be
discharged. '

It shall be the duty of Rectors or Prests-in-Charge to
encourage and ensure the preparation of persons for
Confirmation, Reception,. and the Reaffirmation of
Baptismal Vows, and to be ready to preseat them to the
Bishop 'with a list of their names.

On potice being received of the Bishop's intention to visit
any congtegation, the Rector or Prest-in-Charge shall
announce the fact to the congregation. At every visitation
it shall be the duty of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge and

the biblical standard of the tithe for financial

Conttrol of
buildings.

Instruction in
faith and
ministry,

Chtdstian
stewardship.

Preparin
ersons for
aptisa.-

Confirmation,
Reception, and
Rea ation.

Duty to

announce and
inform the
Bishop.
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the Wardens, Vestry or other officers, to exhibit to.the
Bishop the Parish Register and to give information as-to

the state of the congregation, spiritual and. temporal, in

CANON II1.9.5

Alms and (6)
offerings.

Duty to read . '.
Pastorz] Letters 0

" and Position

such categories as the Bishop shall have previously
requested in writing. ‘ . i

The Alms and Contributions, not otherwise specifically
designated, at the Administration of the Holy Communion
on one Sunday in each calendar month, and other offerings
for the poor, shall be deposited with the Rectot or Priest-
in-Charge or with such Church officer as the Rector or
Priest-in-Chatge shall appoint to be applied to such pious
and charitable uses as the Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall
determine, When a Parish is without a Rector or Priest-in-

Charge, the Vestry shall designate a member of the Patish

to fulfill this function. :

Whenever the House of Bishops shall publish a' Pastoral
Letter, it shall be the duty of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge
to read it to the congregation on some occasion of public
worship on a Lord's Day, or to cause copiés of the same

to be distributed to the members of the congregation, not

later than thirty days after receipt.

Whenever the House of Bishops shall adopt a Position

Paper, and tequire communication of the content of the
Paper to the membership of the Church, the Rector oz
Priest-in-Charge shall so communicate the Paper in the
manner set forth in the preceding section of this Canon.

It shall be the duty of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge to
record in the Parish Register all Baptisms, Confirmations
(including the canonical equivalents in Canon L17.1(d),
Marriages and Burials.

"The registry of each’ Baptism shall be signed by the

officiating Member of the Clergy.

The Rectot ot Priest-in-Charge shall record in the Parish
Register all persons who have received Holy Baptism, all
communicants, all persons who have received
Confirmation (including the canonical equivalents in
Canon1.17.1(d), all persons who have died, and all persons
who have been received ot removed by letter of transfer.
The Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall also designate in the

Parish Register the names of (1) those persons whose

domicile is unknown, (2) those petsons whose domicile is
known but are inactive, and (3) those families and petsons
who are active within the congregation. The Parish Register
shall remain with the congregation at all times.

Papers.
®)
©

The Pasish )
Register.

@
Recotds to be 3
entered in the
Register.
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CANON 1L9.6

Sec. 6. Licenses - ‘
_(a) No Prest shall preach, minister the Sacraments, or hold any

* public service, within the limits of any Diocese other than the Diocese

1n which the Priest is canonically residerit for more than two months
without a license from the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in
which the Prest desites to so officiate. No Priest shall be denied such
a license on account of the Priest's race, colot, ethnic origin, sex,
national origin, marital status, sexual otientation, disabilites, ot age,
except as otherwise provided in these Canons. Upon expiration or
withdrawal of a license, a priest shall cease immediately to officiate.

(b} No

Prest shall preach, read prayers in public worship, or

petform any similar function, in a congregation without the consent
of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge of that congregation, except as

follows:

)

@

In the absence or impairment of the Rector or Priest-in-
Charge, and if provision has not been made for the stated
services of the congtegation or other community of faith,
a Warden may give such consent.

If there be two or more congregations or Churches in one -

Cure, as provided by Canon 113.3(b), consent may be

~ given by the majority of the Priests-in-Charge' of such

congregations, ot by the Bishop; Provided, that nothing in
this Section shall prevent any Member of the Clergy of this
Church from officiating, with the consent of the Rector or
Pest-in-Charge, in the Church or place of public worship
used- by the congregation of the consenting Rector or

" Priest-in-Charge, or in ptivate for members of the

6

(cj No

congregation; ot in the absence of the Rector or Pdest-in-
Charge, with the consent of the' Wardens or Trustecs of
the congregation; Provided further, that the license of the
Beclesiastical Authotity provided in Canon ITL9.5(a), if
tequired, be obtained. :

This Canon shall not apply to any Church, Chapel, or
Oratory, which is patt of the premises of an incorporated
institution created by legislative authority; Provided that such
place ‘of worship s designated and set apart for the
convenience and use of such institution, and not as a place
for public or parochial worship.

Rector or . Priest-in-Charge of any congregation of this

Chutch, or if there be none, no Wardens, Members of the Vestty, ot
Trustees of any congregation, shall permit any person to officiate in
the congregation without sufficient evidence that such person is duly
licensed and ordained and in good standing in this Church; Provided,

nothing in
®

these Canons shall prevent:

License to
officiate in a-
Diocese.

Conseat of
Rector.

Exceptions. -

Evidence
tequired to
officiate.

Proviso.

The General Convention, by Canon ot otherwise, from '

authotizing petsons to officdate in congregations in
accordance with such terms as it deems appropriate; ot
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Bishop may_
guthotize other
officiants. -

Neglect of
services or
refusal to
officiate.

Officiating
outside the
Chutch's

jurisdiction.

(2) The Bishop of any Diocese from giving permiission

@ To a Member of the Clergy of this Church, to
invite Cletgy of another Church to assist in the
Book of Common Prayer Offices of Holy
Matrimony or of the Burial of the Dead, or to read
Motning or Evening Prayer, in the manner
specified in Canon I1L9.5; ot ‘

i To Clergy of any other Church to preach the
Gospel, or in ecumenical settings to assist in the
administration of the sacraments; or

(i) To godly persons who are not Clergy of this |
' Church to address the Church on - special

occasions. .
(iv) "To the Member of the Clergy or Priest-in-Chatge
‘ of a congtegation or if there be none, to the

Wardens, to invite Clergy ordained in another -

- Church in communion with this Church to
officiate on an occasional basis, provided that

- such clergy are instructed to teach and act in'a "

manner consistent with the Doctrine, Discipline,

and Wortship of this Church. .
. (d) If any Member of the Clergy or Priest-in-Charge, as 2 result of
impairment ot any other cause; shall neglect to perform regular services

. in the congtegation, and refuse, without good cause, to consent to any

other duly qualified Member of the Clergy to perform such setvices,
the Wardens, Vestry, or Trustees of the congregation shall, upon
providing evidence to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese of
such neglect or refusal and with the written consent of the
Heclesiastical Authority, have the authority to permit any duly qualified
Member of the Clergy to officiate. ‘

" (e) Any Priest desiring to officiate temporatily outside the
jurisdiction of this Church but in a Church in communion with this
Church, shall obtain from the Eeclesiastical Authority of the Diocese
in which the person is canonically resident; 2 testimonial which shall
set forth the person's official standing, and which may be in the
following form: ' '

1 hereby certify that A.B., who has signified to me the desire to
be permitted to. officiate temporarily in churches not under the
jurisdiction of The Episcopal Church, yet in communion with
this Church, is a Priest of in good standing, and as

such is entitled to the rights and privileges of that Order.
(Date) (Signed)

‘Such testimonial shall be valid for one year and shall be returned to

the Ecelesiastical Authority at the énd of that period. The Ecclesjastical
Authority giving such testimonial shall record its issuance, the name
of the Ptiest to whom issued, its date and the date of its return.
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Sec. 7. Resignation
On reaching the age of seventy-two years, a Priest shall resign from

all positions of in this Church, and the resignation shall be accepted.

‘Thereafter, the Prest may accept any position in this Church,

- including, with the permission of the BEcclesiastical Authority, the

position or positions from which resignation pursuant o this Section
has occutred; Provided, ' ,

(a) tenure in the position shall be for a term of not more than twelve
months, which term may be renewed from time to time,

(b) service in the position shall have the express approval of the
Bishop of the Diocese in which the setvice is to be performed, acting
in consultation with the Ecclesiastical Authotity of the Diocese in
which the Priest is canonically resident.

(c) Anything in this Canon to the contrary notwithstanding, a Priest
who has served in a non-stipendiary capacity in a position befote
resignation may, at the Bishop's request, serve in the same-position for
a term not to exceed twelve months thereafter, and this term may be
renewed. ' ‘ '

Sec. 8. Renunciation of the Ordained Ministry :

If any Priest of this Church not subject to the provisions of Canon
IV.8 shall declare, in writing, to the Bishop of the Diocese in which
such Priest is canonically resident, a renunciation of the ordained
Ministey of this Chusch, and a desire to be removed therefrom, it shall
be the duty of the Bishop to record the declaration and fequest so

Mandatory at

age SCVentY—
two.

Proviso.

Notice of
Repunciation
from the,
Priesthood,

made. The Bishop, being satisfied that the person so declating is not -

subject to the provision of Canon IV.8 but is acting voluntarily and
for causes, assigned or known, which do not affect the Priest's moral
character, shall lay the matter before the clerical members of the
Standing Committee, ind with the advice and consent of a majority of
such members the Bishop may pronounce that such renunciation is
accepted, and that the Priest is released from the obligations of the
Ministerial office, and is deprived of the right to exercise the gifts and
spiritual authotity as a Minister of God's Word and Sacraments
conferred in Ordination. The Bishop shall also declare in pronouncing
and recording such action that it was for causes which do not affect
the petson's moral charactet, and shall, if desired, give a certificate to
this effect to the person so temoved from the ordained Ministry.

Sec. 9. A Priest who would be permitted under this Canon to tenounce
the exercise of ordained office, who desites to enter into other than
ecclesiastical employment, may declare in writing to the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese in which the Pest is canonically resident a
desite to be released from the obligations of the office and a desire to
be released from the exercise of the office of Priest. Upon receipt of
such declaration, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall proceed in the same
manner as if the declaration was one of renunciation of the ordained

 Presthood under this Canon.

Sec. 10. If a Priest making the aforesaid declaration of renunciation of
the ordained Ministry be under Presentment for any Offense, or shall

Request for
release.

“In cases of

disciplinary
procgedj.ngs.
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- Declaration of

removal.

~ Petitions to
“reconcile the

Pastoral
Relation.

Resignation ot
removal of 2
Rector.

Notice to
Ecclesiastical
Authorty.

have been placed on Trial for the same, the Ecclesiasticat Authority to
whomn such declaration is made shall not consider or act upon such.
declatation until after the said Presentment shall have been dismissed

ot the said Trial shall have been concluded and the Priest judged not

to have committed an Offense.

Sec. 11. In the case of the renunciation of the ordained Ministry by 2
Priest as provided in this Canon, shall be pronounced by the Bishop
in the presence of two or mote Prests, and shall be entered in the
official records of the Diocese in which the Priest being removed is

-canonically resident. The Bishop who pronounces the declaration of

removal as provided in this Canon shell give notice thereof in writing
to every Member .of the Clergy, each Vestry, the Secretary of the
Convention and the Standing Committee of the Diocese in which the
Priest was canonically resident; and to all Bishops of this Church, the
Ecclesiastical Authority of each Diocese of this Church, the Presiding
Bishop, the Recorder of Ordinations, the Secretary of the House of
Bishops, the Sectetary of the House of Deputies, the Church Pension

Fund, and the Board for Church Deployment. _
Sec. 12. Reconciliation of Disagreements Affecting the Pastoral

Relation ' .
When the pastoral relationship in a patish between a Rector and the

Vestry or Congregation is impetiled by disagreement or dissension,

and the issues are deemed serious by a majodty vote of the Vestry or

. the Rector, either pasty may petition the Ecdlesiastical Authority, in

wiiting, to intervene and assist the parties in theit efforts to resolve the
disagreement. The Ecclesiastical Authotity shall initiate such
proceedings as are deemed appropriate under the circumstances for
that purpose by the Ecclesiastical Authority, which may include the
appointment of a consultant. The parties to the disagreement,

- following the recommendations of the Ecclesiastical Authotity, shall

labor in good faith that the parties may be reconciled. Whenever the
Standing Committee is the Ecclesiastical Authority, it shall request the
Bishop of a neighboring Diocese to perform the duties of the
Ecclesiastical Authority under this Canon.

Sec, 13. Dissclution of the Pastoral Relation

Except upon mandatory resignation by reason of age, a Rector may
not resign as Rector of 2 parish without the consent of its Vestry, not
may any Rector canonically or lawfully elected and in chatge of a Parish
be removed therefrom by the Vestry against the Rector's will, except
as hereinafter provided. '

Sec. 14. If for any urgent reason a Rector or Vestry desires a dissolution

of the pastoral relation, and the parties cannot agree, either party may

give notice in writing to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.

Whenever the Standing Committee is the Ecclesiastical Authotity of
.the Diocese, it shall request the Bishop of another Diocese to petform

the duties of the Bishop under this Canon.
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© Sec. 15. Within sixty days of receipt of the wtitten notice the Bishop,
as chief pastor of the Diocese, shall mediate the differences between
Rector and Vestry in every informal way which the Bishop deems
proper and may appoint a committee of at least one Presbyterand one
Lay Person, none of whom may be members of the Parish involved,
to make a report to the Bishop.

Sec. 16. If the differences between the parties are not resolved aftef
completion of the mediation, the Bishop shall proceed as follows:
(a) The Bishop shall give notice to the Rector and Vestry that a
godly judgment will be rendered in the matterafter consultation
with the Standing Committee and that either party has the right
within ten days to request in writing an opportunity to confer
with the Standing Committee before it consults with the Bishop.
(b) If a timely request is made, the President of the Standing
Commiittee shall set a date for the conferénce, which shall be
held within thirty days. o '
{c) At the conference each party shall be entitled to representation
and to present its position fully. -~ . >
(d) Within thirty days after the confetence or after the Bishop's
notice if no conference is requested, the Bishop shall conter
with and receive the recommendation of the Standing
Committee; thereafter the Bishop, as final arbiter and judge,
shall render a godly judgment. - '. ‘
(e) Upon the tequest of cither party the Bishop shall explain the
reasons for the judgment. If the explanation is in writing, copies
shall be delivered to both parties. .
(f) If the pastoral relation is to be continued, the Bishop shall
" require the parties to agree on definitions of responsibility and
accountability for the Rector and the Vestry.
(g) If the relation is to be dissolved:
{1) ‘The Bishop shall direct the Secretary of the Convention to
recotd the dissolution,
(2) The judgment shall include such terms and conditions
including financial setdements as shall seem to the Bishop
just and compassionate.

Sec. 17. In either event the Bishop shall offer appropriate suppottive
services to the Priest and the Parish.

Sec. 18. In the event of the failure or refusal of either party to comply
with the terms of the judgment, the Bishop may impose such penalties
as may be set forth in the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese;
and in default of any provisions for such penalties thercin, the Bishop
tnay act as follows:

(a) In the case of a Rector, suspend the Rector from the exercise

of the pdestly office untll the Priest shall comply with the
judgment.

Bishop to

mediate.

Pfocedurcs
for settling
differences.

Failure or
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comply with
judgment.
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TITLE III
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Diocesan -
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Mentots.

(b) In the case of a Vestty, invoke any available sanctions including
recommending to the Cotvention of the Diocese that the Patish

" be placed under the supetvision of the Bisliop as a Mission until

it has complied with the judgment.

Sec. 19. For cal-ns'e, the Bishop may extend the time periods specified
in this Canon, provided that all be done to egpedite these proceedings.

All parties shall be notified in writing of the length of any extension. .

Sec. 20. :

(2) Statements made duting the course of proceedings under this
Canon ate not discoverable nor admissible in any proceedings under
Tidle IV provided that this does not require the exclusion of evidence
in any proceeding under the Canons which is otherwise discoverable
and admissible. ‘

{b) In the course of proceedings under this Canon, if a charge is
made by the Vestry against the Rector that could give rise to a
disciplinaty proceeding under Canon IV.1, all proceedings under this
Cagon with respect to such chatge shall be suspended until the charge
has-been resolved or withdrawa. :

Sec. 21. Sections 13-20 of this Canon shall not apply in any Diocese

- which has made a provision on this subject in its Canons which is

consistent with this Canon.

- CANON 10: Of 'Reception of Clergy from other Chlirches

Sec. 1. Priot to reception or ordination, the following must be provided

(a) a background check, according to criteria established by the
Bishop and Standing Comnhittee, and o

(b) medical and psychological evaluation by professionals approved
by the Bishop, using forms prepared for the purpose by The.Church
Pension Fund, and if desired or necessary, psychiatric referral. If the
imedical examination, psychological examination, or background check
have taken place more than thirty-six months prior to reception or

* ordination they must be updated.

(c) evidence of training rfegarding
(1) prevention of sexual misconduct.
(2) civil requirements for reporting and pastoral opportunitics
for responding to evidence of abuse. . ,
(3) the Constitution. and Canons of the Episcopal Church,
particularly Title IV thereof.
(4) training regarding the Church's teaching on racism.
(d) Reports of all investigations and examinations shall be kept

" petmanently on file by the Bishop and remain a part of the permanent

diocesan record. ‘

(€) Prior to reception ot ordination each clergy person shall be
assigned a mentor Prest by the Bishop in consultadon with. the
Commission on Ministry. The mentor and clergy person shall meet
regularly to provide the clergy person an opportunity for guidance,
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CANON 111.10.2

information, and a sustained dialogue about ministry-n the Episcopal

"Church.

Sec. 2. Clergy Ordained by Bishops of Churches in Communion with
This Church :

(@)

0

 thereof, 2 cettificate of recent date, signed by the

@

©)

A Membeér of thé Clergy, ordained by a Bishop of another
Church in communion with: this Church, or by a Bishop
consectated for a foreign land by Bishops of this Church
under Article IIT of the Constitution, shall, before being
permitted to officiate in any Congregation of this Church,
exhibit to the Member of the Clergy in charge, or, if there
be no Member of the Clergy in charge, to the Vestty

Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese that the person's
lettets of Holy Orders dnd other credentials are valid and
authentic, and given by a Bishop in communion with this
Chutch, and whose authorzity is acknowledged by this
Church; and also that the person has exhibited to the
Ecdlesiastical Authority satisfactoty evidence of (i) moral
and godly character and of (if) theological qualifications.

Before being permitted to take charge of any Congtegation,

or being received into any Diocese of this Chutch as 2’

Member of its Clergy, the Eeclesiastical Authotity shall
receive Letters Dimissoty ot equivalent credentials under

the hand and seal of the Bishop with whose Diocese the -

person has been list connected, which letters or credentials
shall be delivered within six months from the date thereof.
Before receiving the Membet of the Clergy the Bishop shall
tequire a promise in writing to submit in all things to the

* Discipline of this Church, without recourse to any foreign

jutisdiction, civil ot ecclesiastical; and shall further require
the person to subscribe and make in the Bishop's presence,
and in the presence of two or more Presbyters, the
declaration required in Article VIII of the Constitution.
The Bishop and at least ope Presbyter shall examine the
person as to knowledge of the history of this Church, its
worship and government. The Bishop also being satisfied
of the person's theological qualifications, may then receive
the petson'into the Diocese as 2 Member of the Clergy of
this Church. : :

The provisions of this Section 1 shall be fully applicable to
all Members of the Clergy ordained in any Church in the
process of entering the historic episcopal succession with

- which The Episcopal Church is in full communion as

- “specified in Canon 1.20, subject to the covenant of the two

Churches as ddopted by the General Convention.

Certificate
required to
officiate.
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Deacons.

Mentors,

Proce‘dures
for making
application,

(i) those duly constituted Dioceses, Provinces, and
regional Chutches in communion with the Sec of
Canterbury, '

(i) the Old Catholic Churches of the Union of
Uttecht,

(i) the Philippine Independent Church, and

- (iv) the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar
7 v) the Bvangelical Lutheran Church in America.

(b) A Member of the Clergy who'is a Deacon shall not be ordered
Priest until having resided within the jurisdiction of this Church atleast
one year and all the requirements for ordination to the Priesthood as
required by Canon ITL8 have been satisfied.

(¢) Following reception each clergy person shall be assigned a
mentor Prest by the Bishop in consultation with the Commission on
Ministry. The mentor and clergy petson shall meet regulatly to provide
the clergy person an opportunity for guidance, information, and 2
sustained dialogne about ministry in the Episcopal Chutch. :

Sec. 3. Cletgy Ordained. by Bishops in Churches in the Historic
Succession but Not in Communion with This Church :

(a) When a Prest or Deacon ordained in 2 Church by a Bishop in

the Histotic Succession but not in communion with this Church, the
regularity of whose ordination is approved by the Presiding Bishop as
permitted by 1.16.3, desires to be received as a Member of the Clergy
in this Church, the person shall apply in writing to a Bishop, attaching
the following: o ' ,
{1y Evidence that the person is 2 confirmed adult
communicant in good standing in a Congregation. of this
Church. ‘ . a _
(2) Evidence of previous Ministry and that all other credentidls
are valid and autheniic. o
(3) Evidence of moral and godly character; and that the person
is free from any vows or other engagements inconsistent
with the exercise of Holy Orders in this Church.
{4) Transcripts of all academic and theological studies.
(5) A certificate from at least two Presbyters of this Church
stating that, from pefsonal. examination or from
_ satisfactory evidence presented to them, they believe that
the departute of the person from the Communion to which
the person has belonged has not arisen from any
circumstance uafavorable to motal or religious charactet,
ot on account of which it may not be expedient to admit
the petson to Holy Otders in this Church. '
(6) Certificates in the forms provided in Canon I11.8.6 and ITI.
8.7 from the Rector or Membet of the Clergy in charge and
Vestry of a Parish of this Church.
(7) A statement of the reasons for seeking to enter Holy
Otders in this Church. '
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(b) The provisions of Canon 111.8.5(z) shall be applicable.

. (c) If the person has exctcised a ministry in the previous Chuech Hvidence of
with good repute and success and if the person furnishes evidence of proficieacy.

 satisfactory theological training in the previous Church, then the

applicant shill be examined by the Commission and show proficiency
in the following subjects:

(1) Church History: the history of the Anglican Communion
and the Episcopal Church.

(2) Doctrine: the Church's teaching as set forth in the Creeds
and in An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the
Catechism. '

(3) . Liturgics: the principles and history of Anglican worship;

" the contents of the Book of Common Prayer. :

(4) Practical Theology: _

: (). Theoffice and wotk of a Deacon and Priest in this

Church. '
@) The conduct of public worship. - :
(ify The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal
~ Church and of the Diocese in which the applicant -
is resident. . '
. (iv) . The use of voice in reading and speaking,
(5) 'The points of Doctrine, Discipline, Polity, and Worship in

which the Church from which the applicant has come

differ from this Church. This portic'm of the examinations
shall be conducted, in part at least; by writted questions and

answers, and the replies képt on file for at least three years.

(d) The Commission may, with the consent of the Bishop, and with
notice to the applicant, examine the latter in any other subject required
by Canon IT1.6.5(f) and (g) ot TI1.8.5(g) and (h)- : ’

(e) Prior to being examined pursuant to Sec. 3(c) of this Canon, the
applicant shall have received cerfificates from the Bishop and from the

Standing Comunittee that the applicant is acceptable 25 2 Member of

-~ the Clergy of this Church, subject to the guccess‘fulpompleﬁon of the

examination, : o :

(f) Before the person may be ordained or received into Holy Otders
in this Church, the Bishop shall requite 2 promise in writing to submit
in all things, to the Discipline of this Chutch without recourse to any
other ecclesiastical jurisdiction or foreign civil jurisdiction, and shall
further require the person to subscribe and make in the presence of
the Bishop and two or mote Presbyters the declaration required in
Article VIII of the Constitution. ‘

(g) Thereafter the Bishop, being satisfied of the person's theological

aalifications and successful completion of the examination specified
in Sec.3(c) of this Canon and soundness in the faith, shall: .

(1) Reccive, with the advice and consent of the Standing
Committee, the person into this Chuch in the Otders to
which already ordained by a Bishop in the historic
succession; of

Candidate
to teceive
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endotsements.

Declaration of :

conformity.

Reception,
confgmaﬂon,

ot ordination.
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Special prefaces

authorized. -

Conditional
ordination.

Limitations.

Mentors.

(2) Confirm and make thé person 2 Deacon and, no sooner -
than four months thereafter, ordain as Prest, if the person

has not received such ordination; or
(3) Ordain as a Deacon and no soonet than six months
thereafter, ordain the petson a Priest conditionally (having
baptized and confirmed the person conditionally if
necessary) if ordained by a Bishop whose authority to
convey such orders has not been récognized by this
Church. ‘
(h) In the case of an ordination under this Canon, the Bishop shall,
at the time of such ordination, read this preface to the Service:

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese is satisfied that A.B.
accepts the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of this Church
and now desires to be ordained a Deacon (or ordained a Priest)
in this Church. We are about to confer upon A.B. the grace and

_ authotity of Holy Orders as this Church has received them and

requites them for the exercise of the ministry of a Deacon (or a
Priest). = ‘

The certificates of ordination in such cases shall contain the words:

Acknowledging the ministty which A.B. has already received
and hereby adding to that commission the grace and authority
of Holy Orders as understood and required by this Church for
the exercise of the ministry of 2 Deacon (ot a Priest).

@) In the case of a conditional ordination pursuant to this Canon,
the Bishop shall at the time of such ordination, read this preface to the
service:

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese has been satisfied .

that A.B., who has been otdained by a Bishop whose authority
has not been recognized by this Church, accepts the Doctrine,
Discipline, and Worship of this Church, and now desires
conditional ordination. By this service of ordination, we propose
to establish that A.B. is qualified to exercise the ministry of a
Deacon (ot a Priest). '

" (i) No one shall be ordained ot received as a Deacon or Priest until’

age twenty-four. : ,

(k) A Deacon received undet this Canon, desiring to be otdained to
the Priesthood must satisfy all the requitements for ordination as set
forth in Canon I11.8..

(1) No one shall be received or ordained under this Canon less than

twelve months from the date of having become a confirmed .

communicant of this Church.

- (m) Following reception or ordination each clergy person shall be
assigned a mentor Prest by the Bishop in consultation with- the
Commission on Ministry. The mentor and clergy person shall meet
regularly to provide guidance, information, and a sustained dialogue
about ministry in the Episcopal Church. -
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Sec. 4. Clergy Otdained in Churches Not in the Historic Succession

(a).If 2 person ordained or licensed by othet than a Bishop in the
Historic Succession to minister in a Church not in communion with
this Church desires to be ordained,

D
@

)

The person must first be a confirmed adult communicant
in good standing in a Congregation of this Church;

The Commission shall examine the applicant and report to
the Bishop with respect to: ‘

() Whether the applicant has served in the previous
Church with diligence and good reputation and
has stated the causes which have impelled the
applicant to leave the body and seek ordination in
this Chugch, - '

_ (i) ‘The nature and extent of the applicant’s education
and theological training, _
(i) The preparations necessaty for ordination to the
Otrder(s) to which the applicant feels called;
The provisions of Canon ITL5,6, and 8 shall be followed

except that the minimum period of Candidacy need not .

apply, if the Bishop and the Standing Committee at the
recommendation of the Commission judge the Candidate
to be ready for ordination to the Diaconate earlier than
twelve months; the applicant shall be examined by the

 Commission and show proficiency in the following

subjects: . . -
" () Church History: the history of the Anglican
. Church and the Episcopal Church in the United

States of America, - : ‘

(@ Doctrine: the Church's teaching as set forth in the
Creeds and in An Outline of the Faith, commmenly
called the Catechism; ’

(i) Liturgics: the principles and history of Anglican
worship; the contents of the Book of Common
Prayer; :

(iv) Practical Theology:

() The office and work of a Deacon and Priest

* in this Church, . '

(b) The conduct of public wotship,

{c) The Constitution and Cancns of the General
Convention, and of the Diocese in which the
applicant is resident,

(d) ‘The use of voice in reading and speaking;

(v) The points of Doctrine, Discipline, Polity, and

: Wortship in which the Church from which the

- applicant has come differs from this Church. This
portion of the examinations shall be conducted,

Procedutes

for making

application.

Exceptions to

canonical .
requirements.

Proficiencies.
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Spccié.l’ prefaces

authotized.

. Mentots.

Discernment
and election
tules,

Other

" provisions for

election.

in part at least, by written questions and answers,
and the replies kept on file for at least three years.
(4) If all the requirements of this Canon have been fulfilled,
the Bishop tnay ordain the Candidate a Deacon, but may
~do so no sooner than twelve months after the Candidate
. became a confirmed commiunicant of this Church. No
sooner than six monthis thereafter, the Candidate may be
ordained a Priest at the Bishop's discretion. At the time of
such ordination the Bishop shall read this preface following

the signing of the declaration of conformity: :

The Ecclesiastical Authority ‘of this Diocese is
satisfied that A.B. accepts the Doctrine, Discipline,
and Worship of this Church and now desires to be
ordained a Deacon (or ordained a Priest) in this
Church. We are about to confer upon A.B. the grace
and authority of Holy Orders as this Church has

~ received them and requires them for the exercise of X

the ministry of a Deacon (ora Priest).

In such cases, the ordination certificate shall contain the

words;

Acknowledging the ministry which A.B. has already
" received and hereby adding to that commission the
* grace and authority of Holy Orders as understood
" and required by this Church for the exercise of the
ministry of a Deacon (or a Priest).

(5) Following reception or ordination each clergy petson shall

" be assigned a mentor Priest by the Bishop in consultation

with the Cormnmission, on Ministry. The mentor and elergy

person shall meet regulatly to provide the cletgy person an

- opportunity for guidance, information, and 2 sustained
dialogue about ministry in the Bpiscopal Church. .

CANON 11: Of the Ordination of Bishops

Sec. 1.

(a) Discernment of vocation to be a Bishop occurs through a
process of election in accordance with the rules prescribed by the
Convention of the Diocese and pursuant to the provisions of the
Constitution and Canons of this Church. With respect to the election
of a Bishop Suffragan, the Diocese shall establish a nominating process-
either by Canon or by the adoption of fules and procedure.for the
election of the Bishop Suffragan at a“regular or special Diocesan
Convention with sufficient time preceding the election of the Bishop
Sufftagan.

(b) In lieu of electing a Bishop; the Convention of 2 Diocese may
request that an election be made on its behalf by the House of Bishops
of the Province of which the Diocese Is a pat, subject to confirmation
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by the Provincial Synod, or it may request that an election be made on
its behalf by the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church..

(1) 1If either option in Sec. I(b) is chosen, a special Joint
Nominating Committee shall be appointed unless the
Diocesan Convention has otherwise provided for the
nominating process. The Committee shall be composed of
three persons from the Diocése, appointed by its Standing
Committee, and three members of the electoral body,
appointed by the President of that body. The Joint
Nominating Committee shall elect its own officers and
shall nominate three petsons whose names it shall
communicate to the Presiding Officer of the electoral
body. The Presiding Officer shall communicate the names
" of the nominees to the electoral body at least three weeks.
before the election when the names shall be formally placed
in nomination. Opportunity shall be given for nominations
fromm the floor or by petition, in either case with provision

for adequate background checks. ‘
(2) If either option in Sec. 1(b} is chosen, the evidence of the
election shall be a certificate signed by the Presiding Officer

of the electoral body and by its Secretary, with 2 testimonial -

signed by a constitutional majotity of the body, in the form
* required in Canon IH.11.3, which shall be sent to the
-Standing Committee of the Diocese on whose behalf the
elecion was held. ‘The Standing Committee shall

© " thereupon proceed as set forth in Canon ITL.11.3 or 4.

(c) The Secretary of the body clecting a Bishop Diocesan, Bishop
Coadjutot, ot Bishop Suffragan, shall mform the Presiding Bishop
promptly of the name of the person elected: It shall be the duty of the
Bishop-elect to notify the . Presiding Bishop of acceptance or
declination of the election, at the same time as the Bishop-elect notifies
the electing Diocese. - '

(d) No Diocese shall elect a Biskiop within thirty days before a
meeting of the General Convention.

Sec. 2. It shall be lawful, within six months prior to the effective date
of the resignation of a Diocesan Bishop, for the Bishop, with the advice
and consent of the Standing Committee, to call a special meeting of

the Coavention of the Diocese to elect a successox; Provided, that if the -
_Convention is to meet in regular session meanwhile, it may hold the

election during the regular session. The proceédings incident to
reparation for the ordination of the successor shall be as provided in
this Canon; but the Presiding Bishop shall not take order for the
ordination to be on any date prior to that upon which the resignation
is to become effective.

Sec. 3. '

(a) When a Diocese desites the ordination of a Bishop-elect, if the

date of the election occurs within one hundred twenty days before a

Nomination
PL'OCESS.

Certificate and
testimonial.

Notification of
clection.

Sgecial meeting
of Diocesan
Conventiomn.

If election is
within 120 days
of Convention.
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Testimonial of
" election,

Documents to
be transmitted.

Consents
required of

both Houses.

If electon is
more than 120
days before

meeting of the General Convention, the Standing Commitiee of the
Diocese shall, by its President, or by some person or petsons. specially

_appointed, forward to the Seeretary of the House of Deputies evidence

of the election of the Bishop-elect by the Convention of the Diocese,
together with evidence that the Bishop-elect has been duly otdered

Deacon and Prest, evidence of acceptance of election, and a
testimonial signed by 2 constitutional majosity of the Convention, and

" a sammaty of biographical information relating to the Bishop-elect; in

the following words:

We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how
important it is that the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop

" should not be unworthily conferred, and firtaly persuaded that it
~ is our duty to bear testimony on this solemn occasion without

partiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify that we
know of no impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B.
ought not to be ordained to that Holy Office. We do, moreover,
jointly and severally declate that we believe the Reverend A.B.
to have been duly and lawfully elected and to be of such

" sufficiency in leaming, of such soundne$s in the Faith, and of
. such godly character as to be able to exercise the Office of a

Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the Church, and

to be a wholesome example to the flock of Christ.

(Date) __ (Signed) ) .

The Secretary of the Convention shall certify upon this testimonial that

it has been signed by 2 constitutional majority of the Convention.
(b) The Standing Committee shall also forward to the Secretary of

‘the General Convention, with the testimonial and other documents,

certificates from a licensed medical doctor and licensed psychiatrist,
appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority with the approval of the
Presiding Bishop, that they have thoroughly examined the Bishop-
elect as to that person's medical, psychological and psychiatric
condition and have not discovered any reason why the person would
not be fit to undertake the work for which the person has been chosen.
Fotms and procedures agreed to by the Presiding Bishop and The
Chutch Pension Fund shall be used for this purpose.

~ {c) The Sectetary of the House of Deputes shall present the
‘testimonials to the House, and if the House consents to the ordination
of the Bishop-elect, notice of its consent, certified by the President

© and the Secretary of the House, together with the testimonials, shall

be sent to the House of Bishops. ,

(d) If a majority of the Bishops of this Church exercising jurisdiction
consent to the ordination, the Presiding Bishop shall, without delay,
notify the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing and the Bishop-
elect of the consent.

Sec. 4. -

(a) If the date of the election of a Bishop occurs more than one
hundred and twenty days before the meeting of the General
Convention, The Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the

Convention,
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Bishop has been clected shall by its President, or by some petson ot
persons specially appointed, immediately send to the Presiding Bishop
and to the Standing Committees of the several Dioceses a certificate
of the election by the Secretary of Convention of the Diocese, beating
a statement that evidence of the Bishop-elect's having been duly
ordeted Deacon and Prest as to the Bishop-elect's medical,
psychological and psychiatric examination required in Sec. 3(b) of this
Canon have been received and that a testimonial signed by 2
constitutional majotity of the Convention must also be delivered in
the following form: ‘

We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how
important it is that the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop
should not be unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that it
is' our duty to bear testimony on this solemn occasion without
partiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify that we
know of no impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B.

. ought not to be ordained to that Holy Office. We do, mhoreover,

jointly and severally declare that we believe the Reverend A.B.
to have been duly and lawfully elected and to be of such

sufficiency in learning, of such soundness in the Faith, and of -

such godly character as to be able to exercise the Office of a
Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the Church, and
to be a wholesome example to the flock of Chrdst, -

(Date) - - (Signed) _

The Presiding Bishop, without delay, shall notify every Bishop of this
Church ezercising jurisdicdon of the Presiding Bishop's receipt of the

_certificates ‘mentioned in this Section and request a staternent of

consent ot withholding of consent. Each Standing Committee, in not

more than one. hundred and twenty days after the sending by the’
electing body of the certificate of the election, shall respond by sending -
the Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the Bishop is elected

Testimonial
of election.

Consent
process.

either the testimonial of consent in the form set out in paragraph (b) -

of this Section or written notice of its refusal to give consent. If a
majotity of the Standing Committees of all the Dioceses consents to
the ordination of the Bishop-elect, the Standing Committee of the
Diocese for which the Bishop is elected shall then forward the evidence
of the consent, with the other necessary documents desciibed in Sec,

3(a) of this Canon, to the Presiding Bishop. If the Presiding Bishop

receives sufficient statements to indicate a majority of those Bishops
consents to the ordination, the Presiding Bishop shall, without delay,
notfy the Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the Bishop
is elected and the Bishop-clect of the consent.

(b) Evidence of the consent of each Standing Committee shall be a
testimonial in the following words; signed by a majority of all the
‘members of the Committee: '

We, being a majority of all the members of the Standing |

Committee of : , and having been duly convened
at , fully sensible how important it is that the

Testmonials
of Standing

Comimittees.
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" In cases of
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Presiding
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for.otdination.

Ordination
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Declaration of
conformity.

‘Objections to
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process.

Report of the
Coutt of
Review.

Sacred Order and Office of 2 Bishop should not be unworthily
conferted, and firmly persuaded that it is our duty to bear
testimony on this solemn occasion without partiality, do, in the
presence of Almighty God, testify that we know of no
impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B. ought not
to be ordained to that Holy Order. In witness whereof, we have

hereunto set our hands this day of in the yeat
of our Lord
(Signed)

Sec. 5. In case a majority of all the Standing Committees of the
Dioceses do not-consent to the ordination of the Bishop-elect within
one hundred and twenty days from the date of the notification of the

election by the Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the

Bishop was elected, or in case a majority of all the Bishops exetcising
jurisdiction do not consent within one hundred and twenty days from

. the date of notification to them by the Presiding Bishop of the election,

the Presiding Bishop shall declate the clection null and void and shall
give notice to the Standing Committee of the Diocese for which the
Bishop was elected and to the Bishop-elect. The Convention of the
Diocese may then proceed to a new election.

Sec. 6. Upon receipt of the consents and assurance of the acceptance
of the election by the Bishop-elect, the Presiding Bishop shall take
otder for the ordination of the Bishop-elect either by the Presiding
Bishop or the President of the House of Bishops of the Province of
which the Diocese for which the Bishop was elected is part, and two

- other Bishops of this Chuzch, or by any three Bishops to whom the
"Presiding Bishop may communicate the testimonials.

Sec. 7. In all particulars the service at the ordination of a Bishop shall
be under the direction of the Bishop presiding at the ordination.

Sec. 8. No person shall be ordained Bishop unless the person shall at
the time, and in the presence of the ordaining Bishops and
congregation, subscribe to and make the declatation required in Article
VIII of the Constitution.

Sec. 9. ‘

(a) Within ten days after the election of 2 Bishop Diocesan, a Bishop
Coadjutor, or a Bishop Suffragan by a Diocesan Convention, delegates
constituting no less than ten percent of the number of delegates casting
votes on the final ballot may file with the Secretary of the Convention
wiitten objections to the election process, setting forth in detail all
alleged irregularities. Within ten days after receipt thereof, the Secretary.
of the Convention shall forward copies of the same to the Bishop
Diocesan, the Chancellor and Standing Committee of the Diocese, and
1o the Presiding Bishop, who shall request the Court of Review of the
Province in which the Diocese is located to investigate the complaint.

" The Court of Review may invite response by the Bishop Diocesan, the

Chancellot, the Standing Committee and any other persons within the
Diocese for which the Bishop was elected. Within thirty days after
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receipt of the request, the Court of Review shall send a written report
of its findings to the Presiding Bishop, a copy of which report the
Presiding Bishop, within fifteen days, shall cause to be sent to the -
‘Bishop Dioceésan, the Chancellot; the Standing Committee and the

~ Secretary of the Convention of the electing Diocese. The Secretary
shall send a copy of the report to each of the delegates who filed
objection to the election process. _ :

(b) If the election has taken place within one hundred and twenty
days before a meeting of the General Convention, the report shall be
sent with the evidence of ¢lection and testimonials as provided in
Section 3(z) of this Canon. \ ' :

{c) If the election has taken place motre than one hundred and twenty
days before the meeting of the General Convention, the report of the
Court of Review shall be sent to the Standing Committees of the
several Dioceses, with the Certificate of the Secretary of the electing
Convention telating to consent to ordain. Likewise, the Presiding
. Bishop shall include the report in-the communication to the Bishops
exercising jurisdiction. : :
Sec. 10. Other Bishops

(a) Bishops Coadjutor :

(1) If a Diocese discerns a need for another Bishop in order - Occasion for

- to provide for otderly transition, the Diocese may elect a clection.
Bishop Coadjutor who shall have the right of succession.

The consent of a majority of the Bishops exercising
* judsdiction and of the several Standing Committees must

be obtained. The election will be in accordance with this

Canon. o '

(2) Before an clection of a Bishop Coadjutor, the Bishop Consentsand
Diocesan shall read, or cause to be read, to the Convention duties.
the Bishop's written consent to the election. The consent '

 shall state the duties to be assigned to the Bishop Coadjutor

' when ordained. The consent shall form - part of the
proceedings of the Convention. The duties assigned by the

_ Diocesan Bishop to the Bishop Coadjutor may be enlarged
by mutual consent. :

(3 Inthe case of the inability of the Bishop Diccesan to issue  In cases of
the required consent, the Standing Committee of the Incapacty.
Diocese may request the Convention to act without the
consent. The request shall be accompanied by 2 certificate
by at least two licensed medical doctors, psychologists ot
psychiattists as to the inability of the Diocesan Bishop to
issue the wiitten consent.

" (4) When a Diocese desites the ordination of a Bishop Required
Coadjutot, the Standing Committee shall forward to the notces.
Presiding Bishop, in addition to the evidence and
testimomials requited by Canon IIL10, a certificate of the
Presiding Officer and Secretary of the Convention that
every requirement of this Section has been complied with.
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Consents and
duties.

‘Tenure of
office.

General
Convention
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and Canons.

" Provincial

election.

Election by
House of

. Bishops. -

)

Thete shall be only one Bishop Coadjutor in any Diocese. A

‘(b) Bishops Suffragan

)

@

&)

@
€

Ifa Diocese discerns 2 need for another Bishop due to the
extent of diocesan work, the Diocese may elect a Bishop
Suffragan in accordance with this Canor.

Befote the election of a Bishop Suffragan in a Diocese, the .

consent of a majority of the Bishops exercising jurisdiction
and of the several Standing Comtnittees must be obtained.

() ABishop Suffragan shall actas an assistant to and

under the direction of the Bishop Diocesan.

(i) Before the elecdon of a Bishop Suffragan in a
Diocese, the Bishop Diocesan shall submit a
consent with a description of the role and the

- duties of the Bishop Suffragan to the Convention
of the Diocese.

“The tenute of office of a Bishop Suffragan shall not be

determined by the tenute of office of the Bishop Diocesar.

‘No Bishop Suffragan, while acting as such, shall be Rector
or Member of the Clergy in charge of a Pansh or.

Congregation..

(c) Missionary Bishops

@

@

&)

The election of a person to be a Bishop in a Mlssmna:y
Diocese shall be held in accordance with the procedures

set forth in the Constitution and Cations of this Church.

The Convention of 2 Missionary Diocese may, in liev of
electing a Bishop, request that such election be made on its
behalf by the Synod of the Province, or the House of

* Bishops of the Province subject to confirmation of the

Provincial Council, or the Regional Council of Churches
in communion with this Chutch of which the Diocese is a

member. A Certificate of the Election, signed by the
presiding officer and the Secretary of the Synod or
Provincial House of Bishops, or Regional Council, and a -

testimonial in the form required in Canon II1.11signed by
1 constitutional majority of the Synod, Provinciat House of
Bishops or Regional Council, shall be transmitted by its
presiding officer to the Standing Committee of the
Missionary Diocese on whose behalf such election was
made. The Standing Committee shall thereupon proceed
as set forth in Canon IIL.11, the above Certification of
Election and Testimonial serving in lieu of evidence of
election and testimonial therein required. -

The Convention of a Missionaty Diocese may, in lieu of
electing a Bishop, request that such election may be made

“on its behalf by the House of Bishops. Such choice shall

be subject to confirmation by a majority of the Standing
Committees of the several Dioceses. The medical
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certificate as required in Canon IT1.11 shall also be required
of Missionary Bishops-elect. ' '

@

- (1)

(f1)

When the House of Bishops is to elect a Bishop
for a Missionary Diocese within a given Province,
the President of the Province may convenc the
Synod of the Province prior to the meeting of the
House of Bishops at which a Bishop for such
Missionary Diocese is to be elected. The Synod of
the Province may thereupon nominate not
exceeding three persons to the House of Bishops
for that office. It shall be the duty of the President

of the Province to transmit such nominations, if .

any be made, to the Presiding Officer of the House
of Bishops, communicate the same to the Bishops,
along with other nominations that have been
made, in accordance with the Rules of Order of
the House. Each Province containing 2

Nominations.

Missionary Diocese shall, by Ordinance, provide | -

the manner of convening the Synod and making
such nomination. .

. The evidence of such choice shall be a certificat

signed by the Bishop presiding in the House: of

Bishops and by its Sectetary, with a testimonial, of -

certified copy thereof, signed by a majority of the
Bishops of the House, in the form required in
Canon IT1.11, which shall be sent to the Presiding
Officer of the House of Deputies, or the Standirig
Committees of the several Dioceses.

" When the Presiding Bishop shall have received 2

certificate signed by the Presidents and Secretaties
of a majority of the Standing Committees, that the
election has been approved, and shall ‘have

. received notice of the acceptance by the Bishop-

clect of the election, the Presiding Bishop shall
take order for the consecration of the said Bishop-
elect either by the Presiding Bishop and two other
Bishops of this Church, o by three Bishops of this
Church to whom the Presiding Bishop may
communicate the certificates and testimonial.

(4) When a Diocese, entitled to the choice of 2 Bishop, shall

elect as its Bishop Diocesas, or as its Bishop Coadjutor, or .

as a Bishop Suffragan; a Missionary Bishop of this Church,
if such election shall have taken place within one hundred
- and twenty days befote a meeting of the General
Convention, evidence thereof shall be laid before each
House of the General Convention, and the concutrence of
each House, and its express consent, shall be necessary to

Presiding

Bishop to take

order for
ordination.

4

Election of a

Missionary
Bishop by
another
Diocese.
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the validity of said electon, and shall complete the same,
so that the Bishop thus elected shall be thereafter the
Bishop of the Diocese which has elected such Bishop.

(5) If the election of the Missionary Bishop has taken place
mote than one hundred and twenty days before 2 meeting

of the General Convention, the report shall be sent with.

. the evidence of election and testimonials as provided in
Section 3(a) of this Canon. '

(6) If the election of the Missionary Bishop has taken place

mote than one hundred twenty days before a meeting of

the General Convention, the Standing Comtmittee of the -

Diocese electing shall give duly cettified evidence of the
election to every Bishop of this Church having jurisdiction,
and to the Standing Committee of every Diocese. On
. receiving notice of the concurrence of a majority of such
Bishops and of the Standing Committees in the election,
and their express consent thereto, the Standing Committee
of the Diocese electing shall transmit notice thereof to the
Ecclesiastical Authority of every Diocese within the United
States. ‘This notice shall state what Bishops and which

© Standing Comimittees have consented: to the electon. On

receiving this notice the Presiding Bishop shall certify to

the Sectetary of the House of Bishops the altered status -

and style of the Bishop so elected.
The Standing Committee of such Diocese shall transmit
to every Congregation thereof, to be publicly read thetein,
2 notice of the election thus completed, and also cause
public notice thereof to be given in such other way as they
may think proper. 3 : ' '
(7) 1Inthe event of a vacancy in the episcopate of a Missionaty

Diocese, on account of death, resignation,.ot other cause,

. the Standing Committee shall become the Ecclesiastical
Authority thereof until the vacancy is filled.

CANON 12: Of the Life and Work of a Bishop -

Sec. 1. Formation ‘ : -

Following election and continuing for three years following
otdination, new Bishops shall pursue the process of formation
authorized by the House of Bishops. This process of formation shall
provide a mentor for each newly ordained Bishop. :

Sec. 2. Continuing Education .
The House of Bishops shall requite and provide for the continuing
education of Bishops and shall keep a record of such education.

Sec. 3. Duties

(a) Each Bishop Diocesan shall visit the Congregations within the
Diocese at least once in three yeats. Intetim visits may be delegated to
another Bishop of this Church.

congregations
every ﬂ%?ec
years.
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(1) At every such visitation the visiting Bishop shall preside at
the Holy BEucharist and at the Initiatory Rites, as required,
preach the Word, examine the records of the Congregation
required by Canon II1.9.5(c), and examine the life and
ministry of the Clergy and Congfegation according to
Canon I11.9.5. :

(2) If no visitation has occurred in a congregation for three
years, the Bishop Diocesan ot the Member of the Cletgy
in charge and Vestry ot comparable body may apply to the
Presiding Bishop to appoint five Bishops Diocesan who
live nearest to the Diocese in which such Congregation is
sitnated as a Council of Conciliation. The Council shall

~ determine all matters of difference between the parties, and

each party shall conform to the decision of the Council..

Provided, that, in case of any subsequent trial of either party
for failure to conform to the decision, any tight of the
Accused under the Constitutions and Canons of this

Council of .
Conciliation.

Church- ot the Diocese holding the trial may be pleaded

and established as a sufficient defense, notwithstanding the
former decision; and Provided, further, that, in any cdse, the
Bishop imay at any time.apply for such Council of
. Conciliation., _ ‘
(b) The Bishop Diocésan may deliver, from time to time, 2 Chatge
to the Clergy of the Diocese and a Pastoral Letter to the people of the

‘Diocese on points of docttine, discipline, ot worship. The Bishop may

require the Clergy to read the Pastoral Letter to their Congregations.
(c) Bach Bishop shall keep a recotd of all official acts, which record

shall be the propesty of the Diocese and shall be transmitted to the’
~ Bishop's suctessor.

(d) At each Annual Meeting of the Diocesan Convention the Bishop

Diocesan shall make a report of the State of the Diocese since the last -
" Annual Meeting of the Convention; including the names of the

Congregations visited; the number of persons-confirmed and received;
the names of those who have beer admitted as Postulants and
Candidates for Holy Ozxders, of those ordained, and of those
suspended or deposed from Holy Orders; the changes by death,

' removal, or otherwise, which have taken place among the Clergy; and
* other mnattets the Bishop desires to present to the Convention; which

statement shall be inserted in the Journal ]

(e) No Bishop shall perform episcopal acts or officiate by preaching,
ministeting the Sacraments, ot holding any public service in a Diocese
other than that in which the Bishop is canonically resident, without
permission ot a license to.petform occasional public services from the
Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in which the Bishop desires to

" officiate or perform episcopal acts.

Sec. 4. Residency o : S
(a) Each Bishop setving in a Diocese shall reside in that Diocese.
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Diocesan

Convention

to approve
position.

Eligibility.

(b) The Bishop Diocesan shall not be absent from the Diocese for
a period of mote than three consecutive months without the
consent of the Convention ot the Standing Committee of the

~ Diocese. o

(c) A Bishop Diocesan, whenever leaving the Diocese for six
consecutive months, shall authorize in writing, under hand and
seal, the Bishop Coadjutor, the Bishop Suffragan if the
Constitution and Canons of the Diocese so provide, or, should
there be none, the Standing Committee of the Diocese, to act
as the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof duting the absence. The
Bishop Coadjutor, or the Bishop Sufftagan if the Constitution
and Canons of the Diocese so provide, or, should there be none,
the Standing Committee may at any time become the
Ecclesiastical Authority upon the written request of the Bishop
and continue to act as such until the request is revoked by the
Bishop Diocesan in writing. C

" Seéc. 5. Assistant Bishops

(a) When a Diocese, in the opinion of its Bishop, requires additional
episcopal setvices, the Bishop may, with the consent of the Standing
Committee of the Diocese, ask the Convention of the Diocese to
approve the creation of the position of Assistant Bishop and to
authotize the Bishop to-appoint a Bishop for the position, with the
consent of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, and under such
conditions as the Bishop may determine. ' A

(b) An Assistant Bishop may be appointed from among the
following;:

(1) Bishops Diocesan, Bishops Coadjutor, or Bishops

: Suffragan, who under the Constitution and Canons of this

Church would be eligible for election in that Diocese;

Provided, that at the time of accepting any such appointment

. a Bishop Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor ot Bishop Suffragan
shall resign that office; '

(2) Bishops of this Chutch who, having resigned their previous |

tesponsibilities, are qualified to petform episcopal acts in
this Church; and ' .
(3) Bishops of 2 Church in communjon with this Chuxch, in
~ good standing therein, if they:

() “have previously resigned their former
responsibilities; '

(i) have received approval, by a competent authority
within the Church of their ordination of their
appointment to the position of Assistant Bishop;

(iii) have eshibited satisfactory evidence of moral and

godly character ‘and having met theological

tequiremnents;’
(iv) have promised in a writing submitted to the
Bishop making the appointment to submit in all
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things to the Doctrine, Discipline and Worship of

this Church; and thorough examination covering

their medical, '

(v)  have submitted to and satsfactorily passed a

— psychological - and  psychiatric condition by
recognized and licensed professionals appointed

by the Beclesiastical Authority of the Diocese with

the approval of the Presiding Bishop. The forms.

for medical, psychological and psychiattic reports
prepated by The Church Pension Fund shall be

. used for these purposes.
(4) Before the appointment of a Bishop who is not otherwise
2 member of the House of Bishops as an Assistant Bishop
under the provisions of Secs. 5(b)(2) or 5(b)(3) of this

Canon, the consent of the Housé of Bishops or, if the.

appointment is to be made more than thiree months prior
to a meeting of the House of Bishops, the consent of a
majority of Bishops exercising jurisdiction must be
g obtained. .' .

 {c) Before an Assistant Bishop so appointed begins setvice in this

position, the Bishop of the Diocese shall give certified evidence of the |

appointment to the Sectetaty of the House of Bishops and shall
. transmit notice of the appointment to the Presiding Bishop and to the
Ecclesiastical Authority of every Diocese.

(d) An Assistant Bishop shall serve at the discretion, and under the
control and ditection of, the Bishop Diocesan. :
~ (e) No person may serve as an Assistant Bishop beyond the
" termination of the jurisdiction of the appointing Bishop or after

attaining the age of seventy-two years. ‘ T
Sec. 6. Missionary Bishops. ‘

(a) Any Bishop.or Bishops elected and consecrated as 2 Missionary
Bishop shall be entitled to a seat, voice and vote in the House of
Bishops, and shall be eligible for election to the office of Bishop or
Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop Suffragan in any otganized Diocese
within the United States; Provided, that such Bishop shall not be so
eligible within five years from the date of consecration, except to the
office of Bishop of Diocese formed in whole ot in part out of such
Missionatry Diocese.

(b) In the case of the permanent impairment of the Bishop of a
Missionary Diocese, where the said Bishop shall not have submitted a
resignation of jursdiction, the- Presiding Bishop shall, upon
cettification of the said permanent impairment by at least three
reputable physicians, declare the jurisdiction vacant.

(c) When the Bishop of a Missionary Diocese is unable, by reason
of age or other permanent cause of impairment, fully to discharge the
duties of office, 2 Bishop Coadjutot may be elected by the said Diocese,
subject to the provisions of Canon II1.11.10.

Consents.
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 Certification.

Sec. 7. Renunciation of the Otdained Ministry

(2) If any Bishop of this Church not subject to the provisions of -

Canon IV38 shall declare, in writing, to the Presiding Bishop a
renunciation of the ordained Ministry of this Church, and 2 desite to

be removed therefrom, it shall be the duty of the Presiding Bishop to -

record the declaration and request so made. The Presiding Bishop,
being satisfied that the person so declating is not subject to the
provisions of Canon IV.8 but is acting voluntarily and for causes,
assigned or known, which do not affect the person's moral character,
shall lay the matter before the Advisory Council to the Presiding

Bishop, and with the advice and consent of a majority of the members

of the Advisory Council the Presiding Bishop may pronounce that -

such renunciation is accepted, and that the Bishop is released from the
obligations of all Ministerial offices, and is deprived of the right to
exercise the gifts and spiritual authotity as a Minister of God's Word
and Sacraments conferred in Ordinations: The Presiding Bishop shall

" also declare in pronouncing and recording-such action that it was for

causes which do-not affect the person's moral character, and shall, if

.desired, give a certificate to this.effect to the person so removed.

(b) If 2 Bishop making the aforesaid declaration of the renunciation

- of the ordained Ministry be under Presentment for any canonical

Offense, or shall have been placed on T'al for the same, the Presiding
Bishop shall not consider or act upon such declaration untl after the

Presentment shall have been dismissed or the said Ttial shall have been
_concluded and the Bishop judged not to have committed an Offense.

() In the case of such renunciation by a Bishop as provided in this
Canon, 2 declaration of removwal shall be pronounced by the Presiding
Bishop in the presence of two or more Bishops, and shall be entered
in the official records of the House of Bishops and of the Diocese in
which the Bishop being removed is canonically resident. The Presidiag
Bishop shall give notice thereof in. wiiting to the Sectetary of the
Convention and the Ecclesiastical Authogity and the Standing
Committee of the Diocese in which the Bishop was canonically
resident, to all Bishops of this Church, the Ecclesiastical Authority of
each Diocese of this Chutch, the Recorder, the Sectetary of the House
of Bishops, the Sectetary of the General Convention, The Church
Pension Fand, and the Church Deployment Boatd.

Sec. 8. The Resignation or Incapacity of Bishops -

(2) Each Bishop, upon attaining the age of seventy-two years, shall

tesign as required by Asticle II, Sec. 9 of the Constitution. The
resignation shall be sent to the Presiding Bishop, who shall
immediately communicate it to every Bishop of this Church exetcising
jutisdiction and shall declare the resignation accepted, effective at a
designated date mot later than. threc months from the date the

- resignation was tendered.

(P) The Presiding Bishop shall communicate to the resigning Bishop
the acceptance of the resignation effective as of the date fixed. In the
case of 2 Bishop Diocesan ot Bishop Coadjutor, the Presiding Bishop
shall certify the resignation to the Standing Committee of the Diocese
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concerned, and in the case of other Bishops, to the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese concetned. The Presiding Bishop shall also
order the Secretary of the House of Bishops to record the resignation,
effective as of the date fixed, to be incorporated in the Journal of the
House. .

(c) If any Bishop, for any reason, fails to resign upon attaining the
age of seventy-two years, as provided in Sec. 8 of this Canon, the
Presiding Bishop shall certify that fact to the House of Bishops. The
House of Bishops shall then declare the Bishop's position terminated,
effective at a date not later than three months from the date of

declaration; and shall order the Presiding Bishop's certificate and its .

own declaration and action to be recorded in its Journal. The Presiding

Bishop shall then pronounce the position terminated, effective as of

the date fixed, and shall communicate the fact to the Bishop Diocesan

and Standing Comrmittee of each Diocese. :
(d) Any Bishop who desites to resign shall send the resignation with

the reasons therefore in writing to the Presiding Bishop at least thitty

days befote the date set for a mecting of the House of Bishops. The -

Presiding Bishop shall notify without delay every Bishop of this
- Church, and the Standing Committee of the Diocese of the Bishop

desiring to resign, in order that the Standing Comimittee may be heard

‘on behalf of the Diocese, either in person ot by correspondence, upori
the subject. The House during its session shall accept or refuse the
resignation by a majority of those present.

(e) If a resignation has been tendered more than three months

before a meeting of the House of Bishops, the Presiding Bishop shall
communicate it, together with any statement from the Standing
Committee of the Diocese concerned, to every Bishop of this Church.
If a majority of the Bishops consents to the resignation, the Presiding
Bishop, without delay, shall notify the resigning Bishop and the
Standing Committee of the Diocese concerned of the acceptance of
the resignation, effective as of the date fixed. The Presiding Bishop
shall also order the Secretary of the House of Bishops to record the
_ resignation, effective as of the date fized, to be incotporated in the
Journal of the House. . -

(f) At each meeting of the General Convention, the Presiding Bishop
shall communicate to the House of Deputies, when in session, a list
of the resignations which have been accepted since the preceding
meeting of the General Convention. ‘

" (g) A resigned Bishop shall be subject in all matters to the
Constitution and Canons of this Church and to the authority of the
General Convention. : o ‘

(h) A resigned Bishop may only perform any episcopal act at the
request of or with the permission of the Bishop Diocesan within that
Bishop's Diocese. A resigned Bishop may, by vote of the Convention
- of any Diocese and with the consent of the Bishop of that Diocese,
be given an honorary seat.in the Convention, with voice but without
vote, or be given an honotary seat in the Cathedral of any Diocese, by
and subject to the authority competent to grant such seat. The resigned

Fajlure to resign.

Resignation .

procedure.

Resigned

Bishops subject

to Canons.

Official acgs
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May be enrolled
in lgiocesan
Clergy.

Bishop shall report all official acts to the Bishop Djocesan and to the
Diocese in which the acts are performed. These provisions shall also
be applicable to a resigned Bishop of another Church in communion .
with: this Church, subject to the approval of competent authority
within the other Church, where such apptoval may be required. - -
(i) A resigned Bishop may, at the discretion of the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the resigned Bishop resides, and upon presentation
of Letters Dimissory from the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese
in which the resigned Bishop has had canonical residence most
tecently, be enrolled among the Clergy of the new Diocese, and
become subject to its Constitution and Canons including being given
a seat and vote in the Diocesan Convention, in accordance with its

" canonical provisions for qualification of clergy members.

Letters
Dimissory.

(j) When. a resigned Bishop accepts a pastoral charge or other
ministerial post within 2 Diocese, the Bishop Diocesan shall process
the Letters Dimissory, and the resigned Bishop shall be entolled among
the Clergy of the Diocese and be given seat and vote in the Diocesan

~ Convention, in accordance with- the canonical: provisions of the

 May accept _
pastoral charge

ot other assign-
ments. .

Retains tights in

- House o

Bishops.

Incapzacity of
the gishop
Diocesan.

Diocese for qualification of clergy members, and subject to the
provisions of paragraph (o) of this section. _

(k) A resigned: Bishop may, with the approval of the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the resigned Bishop resides, accept a pastoral charge
in that Diocese, and, subject to the Diocese's canonical provisions for
the filling of vacancjes, may accept election as the Rector of a Patish
therein. ' '

(@) A tesigned Bishop may, with the approval of the Bishop of the
Diocese in which the resigned Bishop resides, accept any position
created under the authotity of the Diocesan Convention, including that
of Assistant Bishop and may, at the same time, occupy 2 pastoral
charge. - : o _ A

() A resigned Bishop over the age of seventy-two may accept an
appointment by a Bishop Diocesaa for a term not to exceed twelve

months, and this term may be renewed.

{n) Enrollment among the Clergy of, ot acceptance of any position

" within, a Diocese shall not deprive a tesigned Bishop of the seat and

vote in the House of Bishops to which the Bishop may be entitled
under Article I, Sec. 2 of the Constitution. -

(0) The provisions of this section shall be applicable to a resigned
Bishop who continues to reside within the limits of the resigned
Bishop's former Diocese, except that the resigned Bishop shall not
have the right to vote in the Diocesan Convention, unless the Canons
of the Diocese specifically so provide. ‘ :

(p) When it is certified to the Presiding-Bishop, by at least two
licensed medical doctors, psychologists or psychiattists, who have
examined the case, that a Bishop Diocesan is incapable of authotizing
the Bishop Coadjutor, if thete is one, or a Bishop Suffragan, if there

‘is one, ot the Standing Committee to act as the Ecclesiastical Authority,

then, upon the advice of five Bishops of neighboring Dioceses selected
by the Presiding Bishop, the Presiding Bishop shall declare the Bishop
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Coadjutor, ot a Bishop Suffragan, if the Constitution and Canons- of
the Diocese so provide, or the Standing Committee to be the

" Ecdlesiastical Authority for all purposes set forth in these Canons and

to retain such canonical authority until the Presiding Bishop, acting
upon 2 like certificate, declares the Bishop Diocesan competent to

‘resume official duties. _

(q) If it is certified to the Ecclesiastical Authority of a Diocese by
two licensed medical doctors, psychologists ot psychiatrists, selected
by the Ecclesiastical Authority, that the Bishop- Coadjutor in the
Diocese is permanently unable, by reason of medical, psychological or
psychiatric condition, to carry out the duties of Bishop Coadjutor, the
Ecclesiastical Authority, upon the adyice of three Bishops of. three
neighboring Dioceses, may declare that the right of succession of the
Bishop Coadjutor is terminated and a new Bishop Coadjutor may the
be elected as provided in Canon IIL11.10. ' :

_ CANON 13: Of Dioceses without Bishops

Sec. 1. A Diocese without a Bishop may, by an act of its Convention,
and in consultation with the Presiding Biskop, be placed under the
provisional charge and authority of a Bishop of another Diocese ot of
a resigned Bishop, who shall by that act be authorized to exercise all
the duties and offices of the Bishop of the Diocese until a Bishop is
clected and ordained for that Diocese or until the act of the
Convention is revoked. :

Sec. 2. Any Bishop may, on the invitation 6_f the Convention or of the

_ Standing Committee of any Diocese where there is no Bishop, visit

and exercise episcopal offices in that Diocese-or any part of it. This
invitation may include a letter of agreement, shall be for a stated petiod

and may be revoked at any time.
‘Sec. 3. A Diocese, while under the provisional charge of a Bishop,

shall not invite any other Bishop to visit arid exetcise episcopal acts ot
authotity without the consént of the Bishop in charge.

CANON 14: Of Religious Orders and Other Christian
Communities .

Sec. 1 (a) A Religious Otder of this Church is a society of Christians
(in communion with the See of Canterbury) who voluntarily commit
themselves for life, ot a term of years: to holding their possessions in

* comnomn ot in trust; to a celibate life in community; and obedience to

their Rule and Constitution., -
(b) To be officially recognized, a Religious Order must have at least

six professed members, and must be approved by the Standing

Committee on Religious Communities of the House of Bishops and

" be registered with the Committee,

- (c) Bach Order shall have a Bishop Visitor or Protector, who need
not be the Bishop of the Diocese in which the Order is established. If,
however, the Bishop Visitor or Protector is not the Bishop of the

- Diocese in which the Mother House of the Order is situated, the
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from vows.

Permission to
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house.

Bishop Visitor or Protector shall not accept election without the
consent of the Bishop of that Diocese. The Bishop Visitor or Protector
shall be the guatdian of the Constitution of the Order, and shall serve
as an arbiter in matters which the Order or its members cannot resolve
thtough its normal processes. ' '

(d) Any person under vows in a Religious. Order, having exhausted

" the normal processes of the Order, may petition the Bishop Visitor or

Protector for dispensation from those vows. In the event the petitioner
is not satisfied with the ruling of the Bishop Visitor or Protector on
such petition, the person may file a petition with the Presiding Bishop,

- who shall appoint a Board of three Bishops to review the petition and

the decision thereon, and to make recommendation to the Presiding
Bishop, who shall have the highest dispensing power for Religious
Otrders, and whose ruling on the petition shall be final.

(e) A Religious Order may establish a house in 2 Diocese only with
the permission of the Bishop of the Diocese. This permission once

granted ‘shall not be withdrawn by the Bishop or any succeeding

~ “Bishop. :
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(f) The Constitution of every Religious Order shall make provision

forthe legal ownership and administration of the temporal possessions

of the Otrder, and in the event of dissolution of the Otdet, or should
it otherwise cease to exist, shall provide for the disposition of its assets
according to the laws governing non-profit (religious) organizations in
the State wherein the Order is incorporated. '

(2) It is recognized that a Religious QOrder is not a Parish, Mission,
Congregation or. Institution of the Diocese within the meaning of
Canon 1.7.3, and its provisions shall not apply to Religious Orders.

Sec. 2 (a) A Christian Community of this Church under this Canon
is a society of Christians (in communion with the See of Cantetbury)

" who voluntagly commit themselves for life, or a term of yeass, in

obedience to their Rule arid Constitution. _ _

(b) To be officially recognized such a Christian Community must
have at least six full members in accordance with their Rulé and
Constitution, and must be approved by the Standing Committee on
Religious Communities of the House of Bishops and be registered with
the Committee.

(c) Bach such Christian Community of this Church shall have 2

Bishop Visitor or Protector, who ‘need not be the Bishop of the

- Diocese in which the community is established. If, however, the

Bishop Visitor or Protector is not the Bishop of the Diocese in which
the Mother House of the Community is situated, the Bishop Visitor
or Protector shall not accept election without the consent of the

Bishop of that Diocese. The Bishop Visitor or Protector shall be the.

guardian of the Constitution of the Community, and shall setve as an
arbiter in matters which the Community ot its members cannot tesolve
throtgh its normal processes. . ' :
(d) Any person under full commitment in such a Chuistian
Community, having exhausted the normal processes of the
Community, may petiion the Bishop Visitor or Protector for
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dispensation from that full commitment. In the event the petitioner is
not satisfied with the ruling of the Bishop- Visitor ot Protector on such
petition, the person may file a petition with the Presiding Bishop of
the Chutch, who shall appoint a2 Boatd of three Bishops to review the
petition and the decision thereon, and to make recommendation to the
Presiding Bishop, who shall have the highest dispensing power for
Chiristian Communities, and whose ruling on the petition shall be final.

_(e) Each-such Chsistian Community may establish a house in a

Diocese only with the petmission of the Bishop of the Diocese. This’

" permission once granted shall not be withdrawn by the Bishop or any
succeeding Bishop. : :
() The Constitution’ of each Chtistian Cormunity shall make
provision for the legal ownership and administration of the temporal
. possessions of the Community, and in the event of dissolution of the
Community, or should it otherwise cease to exist, shall provide for the
disposition of its assets according to the laws governing non-profit
(religious) organizations in the State wherein the Community is
incorporated. . S
() It is recognized that a Christian Community is not a Patrish,
Mission, Congregation ot Institution of the Diocese within the
meaning of Canon 1.7.3, and its provisions shall not apply to such
Chtistiag Communities. :

Sec. 3. Any Bishop receiving vows of an individual not a meinber of
* a Religious Order ot other Christian Community, using the form for
"Setting Apart for a Special Vocation" in the Book of Owasionial
Services , ot a similat rite, shall record the following information with
the Standing Committee on Religious Communities of the House of
Bishops: the name of the petson making vows; the date of the service;
the nature and contents of the vows made, whether temporary or
petmanent; and any other pastoral considerations as shall be deemed
necessary. S ‘

- CANON 15: Of the General Board of Examining Chaplains

~'Sec. 1. There shall be a General Board of Examining Chaplains,
consisting of four Bishops, six Priests with pastoral cures or in
specialized ministties, six members of accredited Seminaty faculties or
of other educational institutions, and six Lay Persons. The members
of the Board shall be elected by the House of Bishops and confirmed
by the House of Deputies, one-half of the members in each of the
foregoing categories being elected and confirmed at each regular
meeting of the General Convention for a term of two Convention
petiods. They shall take office at the adjournment of the meeting of
the General Convention at which their elections are confirmed, and
_shall setve until the adjournment of the second regular meeting
thereafter. No memiber shall serve more than 12 years consecutively.
Additionally, the Presiding Bishop, in consultation with the Chair of
the Board, may appoint up to four other members for a term. The
_ House of Bishops, at any special meeting that may be held prior to the
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next meeting of the General Convention, éha]l fill for the unexpired
portion of the term any vacancy that may have arisen in the interim.

The Board shall elect its own Chair and Sectetaty, and shall have the

power to constitute committees necessary for the carrying on of its
work. - .

Sec. 2 (a) The General Board of Examining Chaplains, with

professional assistance, shall prepare at least annually a General
Otrdination Examination covering the subject matter set forth in
Canon I11.8.5(g) and (h), and shall conduct, administet, and evaluate
it in respect to those Candidates for Holy Orders who have been
identified to the Board by their several Bishops.

(b) Whenever a Candidate has not demonstrated proficiency in any
one ot morte of the canonical areas covered by the General Ordination
Examination, the General Board of Examining Chaplains shall

‘recominend to the Commission on Ministry, and through the

Commission to the Board of Examining Chaplains, if one exists, of
the Diocese to which the Candidate belongs, how the proficiencies
might be aftained.

Sec. 3. The General Board of Examining Chaplains may prepare, in -

each Convention period, guidelines based upon the subjects contained

in Canon 1118.4(e), which guidelines shall be available to all petsons

concerned.

Sec. 4. The General Board of Examining Chaplains shall promptly

report, in writing, to the Candidate, to the Candidate's Bishop and to
the Dean of the Seminary the Candidate is attending, the results of all
examinations “held by them, together with the examinations

" themselves, whether satisfactory or unsatisfactory, making separate

reports upon each person examined. The Bishop shall transmit these
teports to the Standing Committee and to the Commission.
Notwithstanding the results of the examinations, in no case shall the
Standing Committee recommend a Candidate for Ordination under
Canon 1118 untl the Standing Committee has received from the
Commission on Ministry a certificate to the effect that the Candidate
has demonstrated a proficiency in afl subjects required by Canon IIL
8.5(g) and (h). .
The report of the Board shall be made in the following form:

To (Candidate), the Right Reverend
" Bishop of _ (or in the absence of the Bishop the
Standing Comunittee of) : (Place) (Date)
To the Dean of (Place) ___ (Date) - We,

having been assigned as examiners of A.B., hereby testify that
we have examined A.B. upon the subject matter prescribed in

Canon IT1.7. Sensible of our responsibility, we give out judgment’

as follows: (Here specify the proficiency of A.B. in the subject
matter appointed, or any deficiency therein, as made apparent

- by the examination.

(Signed)
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Sec. 5. The General Board of Examining Chaplains shall make a report
conceming its wotk to each regular meeting of the- General
‘Convention, and in years between meetings of the General Convention
shall make a report.to the House of Bishops.

CANON 16: Of the Board for Church Deployment

‘Sec. 1 (a) There shall be a Board for Church Deployment of the
General Convention consisting of twelve members, four of whom
shall be Bishops, four of whom shall be Presbytets or Deacons, and
four of whom shall be Lay Persons. o ,

(b) The Bishops shall be appointed by the Presiding Bishop. The
Priests or Deacons and Lay Membets shall be appointed by the
President of the House of Deputies. All appointments to the Board
shall be subject to the confirmation of the (eneral Convention.

() The Members shall serve terms beginning with the adjournment

of the meeting of the Genetal Convention atwhich their appointments -

Shall repott also

to Convention.

Membership.

Apportionment.

Terms.

are confirmed, and ending with the adjournment of the second regular -

meeting thereafter. The members shall not serve successive terms.
{d) At each regular meeting of the General Convention one-half of
the membership shall be appointed to serve full terms.
(¢) Vacancies shall be filled by appointment by the Presiding Bishop
ot by the President of the House of Deputies, as approptiate. Such
appointments shall be for the remaining unexpired portion of the

members' terms, and, if a regular meeting of the General Convention -

intervenes, appointments for terms extending beyond such meedngs
shall be subject to confitmation of the General Convention. Members
appointed to fll the vacancies shall not thereby be disqualified from
appointment to full terms thereafter.

_Sec. 2. The duties of the Board shallbe:
(a) To oversee the Church Deployment Office.
(b)To study the deployment rieeds and trends in the Episcopal
Church and in other Christian bodies.
(c) Toissue and distribute such reports and itiformation concerning
- deployment as it deems helpful to the Chutch.

(d)To cooperate with the othet Boatds, Commissions, and

Agencies which are concerned with ministiy, and particularly
- with the Executive Council. . :

(e) To repott on its work and the work of the Church Deployment
Office at each regular meeting of the General Convention,

(®) To report to the Executive Council at regula intervals as a part
of its accountability to the Council for the funding which the
Church Deployment Office receives.

(g) 'T'o wotk in cooperation with the Church Center Staff.

(h) To fulfill other responsibiliies assigned to it by the General
Convention. ‘ :

Vacancies.

Duties.
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