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Welcome. 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we are delighted you are here and welcome you  

into fellowship with all who seek the presence of Christ in their lives. 
 



 
December 27, 2020           The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude 

 
The People stand.  
Opening Acclamation (from the back of the Nave)  
Celebrant          Alleluia. To us a Child is born: 
People     Come let us adore him. Alleluia.  
 

The People stand 
Processional Hymn        O Come all ye faithful                      HYMN 83 (P8 LEAFLET) 

 
 
Song of Praise             Angels  we have heard on high         HYMN 96 (P 10 LEAFLET) 
  
 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant          The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
People      And we beheld his glory.  
 
Celebrant          Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
The First Lesson:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 
 
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 
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until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 
The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; 
 
and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Lector   The word of God for the People of God.          People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 148 (Sung in unison) 
    1Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens;  

   praise him in the heights! 
 
2Praise him, all his angels;  
   praise him, all his host! 
 
3Praise him, sun and moon;  
   praise him, all you shining stars! 
 
4Praise him, you highest heavens,  
   and you waters above the heavens! 
 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord,  
   for he commanded and they were created. 
 
6He established them forever and ever;  
   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
 
7Praise the Lord from the earth,  
   you sea monsters and all deeps, 
 
8fire and hail, snow and frost,  
   stormy wind fulfilling his command! 
 
9Mountains and all hills,  
   fruit trees and all cedars! 
 
10Wild animals and all cattle,  
   creeping things and flying birds! 
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11Kings of the earth and all peoples,  
   princes and all rulers of the earth! 
 
12Young men and women alike,  
   old and young together! 
 
13Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted;  
   his glory is above earth and heaven. 
 
14He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful,  
   for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord! 
 

 
The Second Lesson:  Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 
 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
 
Lector   The word of God for the People of God.          People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
The Gospel Proclamation  What Child is This             HYMN 115 (P12 LEAFLET) 
 
Gospeller     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1-18). 
People         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He                  
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him                
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was                   
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not                
overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to                 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but                  
he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into                
the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not                  
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to                   
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of                
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God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of                      
God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory                 
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This                   
was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was                  
before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed               
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever               
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him                   
known. 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. People Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon              The Rev. Canon Linda Taylor 
 
 
The Nicene Creed    
We believe in one God,  
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
    he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again  
    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
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    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified; 
    who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
God of glory, by your grace a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests on 
his shoulders, and in his name we pray. Amen. 
 
Wonderful Counselor, we pray for wisdom for the world’s leaders, that they may use their 
power to lift burdens and break the bonds of oppression.  Amen. 
 
Mighty God, we pray for the church of Jesus Christ our Lord, that you will multiply and 
increase our joy as we share in the harvest you have gathered.  Amen. 
 
Everlasting Father, we pray for families, friends, and loved ones, that those who now walk in 
deep darkness may see the great light of your saving love. Amen. 
 
Prince of Peace, we pray for an end to violence and warfare, that your authority may continue 
to grow until there is endless peace in every land.  Lord of All, establish your holy realm with 
justice and righteousness, from this time on and forevermore.  Amen. 
   
 
Please stand  
The Peace 
Celebrant The Peace of Emmanuel be always with you. 
People And also with you.  
 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Christmas Blessing  
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness in life, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 
 
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 
 
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you 
his peace and favor.  Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you forever.  Amen. 
 
Processional Hymn                    Joy to the World                HYMN 100 (P14 LEAFLET)  
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant Alleluia, to us a child is born, a Son is given. 
People Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.    
 
Postlude 
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