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October 18, 2020 The Liturgy of the Word 10:00 a.m. 
 
Prelude   

 
The People stand for the 

Processional Hymn                           Judge eternal throned in splendor     Hymn 596    (p.8 leaflet) 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Presider Blessed be the One, Holy, and Living God. 
People Glory to God forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise   
Glory to God in the highest, 
       and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
       almighty God and Father, 
      we worship you, we give you thanks, 
      we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
      you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
      you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
      you alone are the Lord, 
      you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
Presider God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made 
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Word of God 
The People sit for 

The First Lesson: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges,                 
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people,                  
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and                 
Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from               
beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. 
 
“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that                  
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to                   
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the                  
region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and                     
my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
 
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it                     
is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of                      
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and                     
among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the                   
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God;                      
he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods,                  
then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people                   
said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses                  
against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.”                 
He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the                    
God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.”                    
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at                  
Shechem. 
 
Lector         The word of God for the people of God.   
People         Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 78:1-7   (Pray in unison) 
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
 
3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 
 
4 We will recount to generations to come 
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the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 
 
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 
 
6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 
 
7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments 
 
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call 
and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 

Reader         The word of God for the people of God  
People         Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn                                   Jerusalem my happy home             Hymn 620    (p.9  leaflet) 

The People stand  
The Gospel Proclamation   

 
Gospeller      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:1-13) 
People           Glory to you, O Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went                  
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their                  
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom                    
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is                   
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.                 
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise                     
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy                     
some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready                  
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went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also,                  
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake                    
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.          People             Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Homily      The Rev. Allison Sandlin Liles 
 
 
The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light,    
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People Form VI 
 
Presider  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Scott, our Bishop; and all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
Silence for People to add their own petitions 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence for People to add their own thanksgivings 
 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence for People to add their own petitions 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
Presider 
Gracious God, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of Christ: Accept and fulfill our 
petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know 
and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Presider   We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, together we pray, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace  

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
 
The Blessing  
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, be upon you and remain 
with you forever.  Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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