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April 11, 2021 The Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m.

Prelude

Processional Hymn Awake, arise, lift up your voice HYMN 212

Opening Acclamation
Presider Alleluia. Christ is Risen.
People Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia.

The Presider and people pray together the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Hymn of Praise HYMN S-280

The Collect of the Day
Presider God be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Word of God
The People sit for

The First Lesson: Acts 4:32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 (Read in unison)

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

The Second Lesson: 1 John 1:1-2:2

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this life
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with
the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
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who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. People Thanks be to God.

The People stand
The Gospel Procession We walk by faith HYMN 209

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20:19-31).
People Glory to you, O Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
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send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. People Praise to you, O Christ.

The People are seated.
The Homily The Rev. Canon Linda Taylor

A period of silent reflection follows the sermon.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son; who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified; who has spoken
through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People

Almighty God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church; Scott, our Bishop; and for all bishops, priests, deacons and lay leaders;
That they may be faithful ministers of Your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially Joe, our
President; Kamala, our Vice President; Greg, our Governor; and Betsy, our Mayor,
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; For those in command of the military and all
who serve, and their families at home;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; we pray for those in need, especially
those we now name _____________.
We pray to you, O Lord,
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest,
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
(The People may add their own petitions silently or aloud.)
 
Presider O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies,
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls,
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution
Let us pray also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful God;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, together we pray,
All Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Peace
Presider The Peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Easter Blessing
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you what is pleasing in God’s sight.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sanctifier,
be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

The Easter Dismissal

Presider Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Processional Hymn Alleluia, HYMN 206

We are grateful to the Rev. Kate McGee and the Session of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Arlington for their generous support of our worship services during this time
of transition.  Our organist, Tony Kroll, and video crew have been invited to use their
facilities to record music on their Ross King organ for inclusion in our weekly services.
Westminster provides this at no cost, in support of the larger Church community.  We
thank God for such good neighbors.

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense #A-723401 and CCLI License #11355446
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